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CSI BATTLEBOOKS contain information compiled by CGSC student officers as a requirement of the
regular course. The contents have not been edited or checked in detail for factual veracity. The
views expressed in CSI BATTLEBOOKS are those of the authors and not necessarily those of CSI,
CGSC, the Department of the Army, or the Department of Defense.

COMBAT STUDIES INSTITUTE
Mission
The Combat Studies Institute was established on 18 June 1979 as a separate, department-level

activity within the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, for
the purpose of accomplishing the following missions:

1. Conduct research on historical topics pertinent to doctrinal concerns of the Army and publish
the results in a variety of formats for the Active Army and Reserve components.

2. Prepare and present instruction in military history at CGSC and assist other CGSC departments
in integrating military history into their instruction.

3. Serve as the TRADOC executive agent for the development and coordination of an integrated,
progressive program of military history instruction in the TRADOC service school system.

4. Direct the CAC historical program.

5. Supervise the Fort Leavenworth museum.
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THE STRATEGIC SETTING
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zign, Tne <verall succsss of this Taitle is guestiorztle.

gtarding of tre sirategic setiing in which the battle took place.

*

A loo¥ into Toin the Germarg' znd Allies' sirategy will aszsist
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During 19L3, Hitler had teen put on the defensive, "fighting
for every inch". 1In Nzy of 1943 North Africa had been lost.

The German Army wvas suffering a similar defeat in the East.

Y
[{}]

serves were available only as troops could be shifted from
orie theater to another. While Hitler anticipated the defection
of the Italian government, he had no intention of giving ground

=zt could rossinly bte Zefe ded.1 At the time, his only trocps

in Iizly vere *hose vro hzd arrived Too late to Te trarsferred
£z
T2 ATrizz, Wiith <he Allies Tuilding sirength in tre ilediter-

for the defense o

b
n
\
e
)
3
™
ry
®
N
D
)
ry
w
i
N
3
[
@)
3
19
[
f
C
=
o
18]
w
d
"l
o
3

f
Hitler surrorted the conservative advice of Field Narshal Rormmel

n the northern
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Lrennires, Although igrored Jfor the time being, Field lMarshal

“zzgelirirg vanted to ¥eep the Allied aircraft further zway
frim The Gzrman torier and advocated delense of the entire

counTrw, Yzsselring Rad besn tlind when it came to Judging
<re I*alizans' politiczl lezning toward trhe Allies, Tor this

rezson znd 2 “desire not to over extend the LCCs, Hitler decided

Iz2ly.
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in July of 1c&3, ¥itler mcved seven divisions inte northern
T+aly to surrort Rormel's scheme of defense. Hovever, his
oors cut-off in the sovuth
"he "ACH3E" plan -culd cover
this cc:tiﬁgency and direct the safe flow of troors nack up

<ne Iizlian psninsula to the north, Kescselring Yecame frusirazed

e
ct
(]
(1]
8}
Q,

id:not accept it. Under the "ACHSE" plan the troops on
Sardinia and Corsica vould be evacuated to the mainland and
Rommel would a2ssume overall command of the land forces in
Italy. With only three divisions defending-in the Salerno
area, the Allied invasion and Italian cefection came simul-
tanecusly on 8 Sept. Vhile Kesselring was prepared to fall

zc¥ o Some, the defencanle terrain made this retreat ur-eces-

=

Tre I%2lizn Army cez2s2d to exist z2s either an aidversary o
the Zerm2ns or an ally to the Americans, In fact, the Italians'
~ea¥ness had caused the Allies to cancel a plarned assault

. : A .
on Re~e, Cn the other rhand, Hitler was about to send his troops

.y - e - ‘4 [ -2 - 3 «e - -~y FUEE T - N
morih ovrzn the Allies landed and he discoversd that the I+zlians
~ - 4+ -~ E -~ L ] 4. 2 —~ -~ -
127 not censtlitute z ocraditle resistance. 1S things turned
~ " - - + o0 o - P I " Ml =il
E, mo trenrs vwould he cut off in the south =zn2 the "ACESE

nis sup-srt over to resselring, In Octoher, Rommel was ordered
<» send reinforcements to the south 1o ena™le kesseliring to

iz dawn the Allies in Italy and prevent them from atimcking

el N --n-\-..:- . e m =




‘. in the Tzlkans, Cn 6 Ncevember, Hitler reviewed plans suinmitied
o . . . . . .
%:‘ vy Rovmel and Kezsselring for the continued defense of Italy.
i
v .
?ﬁ. 2 ezndiorssd Hzeszlring's plan which stated, "the Zernhard
‘ Tire 3111 rarx the end of our withirawals" znd Roemmel was frarnz-
Ay . L
41 fzrred out of the thesater, Thus Hitler hzd mzade the decision
,{‘ -
Le ne - . . f e :
- ~to fight the Allies in the southern part of Italy.
M
n - Cn the Allies side, Prime iiinister Churchill plzyed almost
i } R
N - . . . . - £
X as dominant a role as Hitler did in the Italian Theater. The
) v .
n\ 03 ) 13
war had been going on for four years and momentum was in our
i
L4 ..
. favor, However, it was obvious that Germany was not zoing to
.‘:' . B -
) lose the war by giving up. Consequently , the Allies would
ﬁ: have to win it. Operation Overlord was that plan. The Russians
.. . .
M . . - .
Y , however, vere anxious for more responsive support as they
- . s ; e
» foucht throuzh ithe winter of 1943-LL pushing the Germans out
b of Stalinzrad, Churchill also felt the need for a major effcrt
s T2 Traezk tte sizlermz2te in 1xrly and force the Sermans ito ceommit
2
¥, trhelir reserves 1o that theater and decrease ithe German forces
2 -
§ availa®»le to oppose Gverlord. The Americans had just recently
R checked the Japznese in the Pacific and were exhausting their
;g resources in przvaration for Overlord. For this reason there
)
-. - - - ~— ’ 3 13 . 3
y ~z% "e2n 1little U.S5. suprort for increasilng our ensrgles 1n
]
ﬁ . Ztz3v =n4 "Shingie" hzd rever receivaed se2risus support. Cn
~i 11 Zecemmer 10L3, Churchill met with Gen., EZisenhower on his
<. . |
-
2 2y w4-e from Cairo and a meeting with Stalin, Rocsevelt and
3
o Chizang “z2i-Znek, The Prime Ninister was unhzppy to learn of
- "Snhingle's" deteriorating suoport and on 23 Decemher he used
® his persoral influence to rejuvenate the dead plan, While
> : - e e
£ the Arericszns were locxing for ways to 1limit their iediterranean
L
*
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‘“I
g‘ ',/3;
.:. AR STAN AN ‘, o » C i Tt o ."U"'-h.-f'"l"""-' \-"’ ROt g {...ﬂ.._._n’-‘-"-'~
> "‘ ..'.‘ ‘.uh'g.“ 0 ,. ,,s, 5] A ! '\.'\- ~. ‘\-‘-'&

Q‘h‘.n' Rk A B Al A Al Rl



A Icmc R EA L LTI e

) .. . . . . L e
srrziinong, 1%t vas onvinus *hat ithe Sritisn vere nrersred 1o

utilize =~cre of trheir resourcss in the area,

g stafls tecame totally frustrated cver the legistical

nd tiring.provlers associated with "Shingle" and Churchill
vould nhazve-to intervene several rore times 1o insure the plan

+2s not rut off again, One firnal hurtle that he helrped ‘clear

wzs the procurenent of enough Landing Ship-Tank (L3Ts). Wwhile

c0 were identified in theater, about A0 of these were scheduled

-~

to leave on 15 December to steam to England for Overlord.
Fresently, they were all being'used to move men and equirment

to Italy from Africa. Without the use of all these LSTs %o

surport a major landing force the Anzio landing could not pos-

sinly be successful. Churchill's appeal again brouzht results

from the staff and the last critical probtlzsm had been solved,

Th2 ISTS could carry a two Division. landing force and the Allies
zTrezly enlcyedl zir syperiority with 2,000 Tizhiers facing the

(]

ntelligence estimaie staited that

@
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2 2edicated attack on the stagnant Gustav Line znd a follow-up
attack in the enemy's rear area at Anzio would comhine to force
the Sermans to withdraw and brotecf th&ir vulnerable LOGs.

Thig ectirate assurmz2d that the landing wvould he Tollowed by

.
rirary

2 “riva inland to the Aldan =ills to cut Zoute 6, the

'y

02 21ong the western ccast., Further batile analysis can “est
e achieved by a look 2t the Alliea Cnain of Command.

Sir Hznry iaitland Wilsons; Suprewe Commancer in the
wediterrarean, He *ook over from Gen, Eisenhover Jjust before
was launched, ¥While this was mostly a political and

strztezic planning position, firmer guidance for the oreration




- A

,' 2. Sir Harold Alexancder; Commander in Chief Allied Arr-ies
' ~in Italy. The wo Armies were the U.3. 5th Army on the wes3
-c:ast zrnd the Sritish 8th Army on the ezst coast of Itazly,
Ye vas well resra2cted by his men.
} . 3. Gen. Mark Clark; Cormander of the U.S. 5th Army.
: ¥e was a gond adminisirator and a courageous man who would
. support his subordinates whenever possivle. He felt confident
that hé could motivate his men around Operation Shigle although
A he disapproved of the political motivation behind the plan,
i His Arm& had landed in Italy in September and had been advancing
slovly along the western half of the peninsula from Naples.

The entire chain of command would have been Tritish had the’

lzndinz he2n planned for the other side of the Italian cozst

o ot @y e 9n =
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Al

wrere the Zritish 8th Army was located. Enstead, all the
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k L, Gen. ¥ontgomery; Commander of the Zritish Eth Army.

é He was advancing up the eastern coast under very heavy pressure

¢ 5, Zen, John.P. Lucas; Commander of the 6th Corts of the

<n frmy, commancfer of the Anzio landing., The 3ritish were not
trecssed vi4h Lucas, They thcught he had received comnand

1 “ecauss he had put in his time; Gen. Lucas was 54 vears old

A and :dﬁiﬁted to being tired. He lac“-c.self confidence and reliea
; {00 ruch on his subordirates to help him m2ke a decision. "The

! more he thouzht ahout the task ahead the less he liked it. FHe

Zdetzrrined that he wosuld tase his plan on insiuring against possible

-

!




u1 . L . . .

ot iicz3%zr znd rot zrxrloiting 2n exiremely protlematic success
¢ . : . . c e s

4 zni surprise, Army has gone nuts azain,' he wrote in nis

R

idizvyv., ‘'The general idea ssems to %e that the Germans are

s
Al

=,

icved znd Tlesing in disorder and nothing remzins but 1o rop

.

» iD.... Irney +ill end in rutting me ashore with inadesuaze

:; forces and get me into a serious jam.. Then who will t?fe the

5: . blame?'"6 Another explanation for Lucas' actions comes from

?b Sth Army G-3's briefing vhich made it clear "that Lucas '
d ' primary misSsion was to. seize and secure a beachhead. Much

LY z«

thought had gone into the order so as not to force Lucas to

push on. to the Alban Hills at the risk of sacrificing his Corps".7

;Q _ Finally, another powerful incentive for the push inland

;; renoved vhen the British.cancelled the drop of the 504th Parachute
{ Infantrv Regiment 10 M11es from Anzio, | '
;; A, *Gen, Lucien K. Truscoxt; Commnandsr of the U.5. 3rd

:‘ Infzrory Zivicion, 2 strong leader of the first Arsricans zzhore,
E: e =4 =zugerience vorxing with the 3ritish and got along vell

i with them,., Wwhile 3rd I.D. had made mistakes in the Africzn

‘f Cztaign, it was a seasoned force rnow.

.E 7. Gen. ¥.R.C. Fenney. Conmander of the British 1st

i% Infzntiry Division, the other half of the landing forcel His

; ~zn nai fougnt vith distinction in Africa and had recently

> zezn *rzining in mountzain warfare. The Division contaired

;ﬁ several Taiizalians of purely Irish, Scotitish, znd Znslishmzn

‘v and they foucht very proudly particularly during the German

s

rounter-attack at Anzio,

\a.

f'o:

e As the details of the hattle analysis take shzpe, this

®

< strategic selting should help the reader maintain an overall
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siznificznce, While 4ifferent con-
clusions 2y “e dravn on the success or failure of "Shingle”

in *he end it provided two critical lessons that vere follo-ed

ty *me plarnners of Cverlord, rirst, insure zrple sirengin
of the laniing ferce. Gen. Lucas did not feel confident that

re had suffecient forces to do more than just hold on to the
. reachhead. Sszcond, an immediate drive inland must be made to

prevent being bvottled-up on the beachhead. This of course

recuires a bold leader with forces available %o get the job

d'me.9 In this view, Anzio was a costly rehearsal for Overlord.
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h Wasninzton D.C., 1971 p303, -
- 2. 1Irid p 307
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2 3, Ibid p 3:i2

L, 1Inid p 321
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. 5. Blumenéon. Anzio; The Gamble That Failed, J.B. Lippincott
Company, Philadelphia, N.Y., 1963 p 6.

=

L

6, Vaughn-Thomas, Anzio, Holt Rinehart and Winston, New York,
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7. Command Decisions p 335
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ACTICAL SITUATION - OPERATION SHINGLE (ANZIC)

Generally the weather and visibility in the period 22 Jan -

vwere clear and cool with good visibility. The weather

(@]

uring the period is shovn in fig. 3-1.

Although the weather generally was cold, no reports have been
found thaﬁ indicate that the weather had any adverse effect on the
personnel or their ability to_fight effectively. Also the effects
of wveather on natural features, equipment and supplies had no signi-
ficant'influence during the period.

Besides the extreme high level

of surface vater that seldom was more than two feet below the ground-

this subject will be mentioned later - the surface of roads and other
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~aznnzde features were dry during the period, except on the 26th January
wen it rained,
Sznerally, the weather was periect for the conduct of zhe anghi-

cicus lancéing znd the attack inland. The sea was smooth ané perfect

for the'landing. The heavy winds and the rain on the 25 - 2§ January

-

had some impact on supply operations of the 3rd Division, but not on

the tactical opefétion.h Visibility Yas generally good. This proved

plo) cme an aivantage for the Germans who were able to overlook the

[

o

c

Trom the nmountains just about 30 km to the Ilerth znd

+3

vile

-

reartly tecause of this disadvantage manv tac al
ané attacks took place during the nights or early in the
zees that the nights vere very dark, without artifi

.
izl

0

~~

o

+

nts, moonlight or starlights. t

ii I quote, "It was now pitch dark, the

best time 1o attack."5 The clear sky allowed the Germans to launch a
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a great air suprort effort during the period, only interrupted by

L) - 6
cloudy weather on the 25 - 26 January and 31 Jan - 1 Feb. 7To over-
come the German advantage of good visibility, smoke screens were olien

ut, prirmerily by mortars, in support of local attacks. The

lz2id cu
veather Taverzd surveillance and the use of target acquisition means,

tut azain generally to German advantage. Tactical and strategical
=obility vere unlimited by the weather, and there are no reports of bad
troop moral? because of the weather. The morale, on toth sides, was
very high. .

Conclusion about the weather and climage: The weather, vhich might
have had a tremendous impact on the operations, especially the amphi-
bious lanéing, was almost perfect during the period. This was an advan-
tage to the allies for two or three days, allowing the most perfect and

anshibicus landing in history. During the rest of the period

Tre veazihsr gave the Germans an adventage, primarily because of g

O
O
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Tzivilits Thet zllowed the Gernans o control ihe entire heachheald Ty

y
~

n Support of the description of the terrain see AP 1 and overlay

14, for a 1 to 100,000 scale view of the topography of the area at the

time -of the operations, the actual area of operations for the 3rd Infantry

Zivigion, and the most important terrain features in the areca.

7
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Ancio 1s situated

Lo zensrel fecserintion of the aresa of onsrations.,
mztely 25 nmiles E£5Z of Rome at the coast of the ITyrrhenian Sca and
w2s zpproviiately 49 miles Vest of the front at Cassino. The Teachhcad,
I the Dovm it was Tinelly to assume comprised an area of 1itile more
srzn 2 huncred squzre niles, being azbout ten miles deep and fifteen niles
wide in its greatest dimensions. The twin tovms of Anzio 2nd Nettuno
lzy in the southwestern  corner, about two miles apart, Nettuno being

Jzriihir ecazt a2lonz a curving pay. The castern bouncary of the Teachhead
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generally along the ussolini Canal, which was a wide, shallow

)
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—anacde trough, atout 120 feet across at the tep but with only a six’

Toot vater £ap in its bed. It had originally been duvg to drain the

zrea and reclain the marshy ground for farmland. The result vas g

cerics of —wocdel farms. Just south of the beachhead line lay the rontine

The vestern boundary of the 3rd Division during the period 22 -
29 January ran along the Anzio-Albano road with the 1st (BR) Difision
to the vest. TFrom the 29 Jan - 1 Feb this boundary was moved 7-8 km
further to the east givingAthé'Brd_Division the possibility to concen-
trate its forces and improve its defensive positions before and during
the attack against Cisterne.

The 5ridges of the :lussolini Canal are numbered #1 through #14 from
southeast ©o northvest as shovm on AP 1. About six miles inland the

cznal tranched. One Tork ran northeast tovard the nountains beclk of

-~ KA o8 -t ~2 fat] - o . - > 1 3 Atada . [ R, S0 JRap
Clotarte i Zittoria. The other ran vest and slightly north for anothar
2.. . - e, -2 s E R V. B -y o ~ S P - ey

gi:l oy ceven miles, vhere it finally zesered out into a smell, natural

strean., This western fork vias a natural defensive line in as much as it
provided defilade against ground observation, and a small wet gap which
vags impassable to tanks and vehicles.

There was no high gro&nd'on the beachhcad. The only significant

elevation ras a gentle rise just south of the tovm of I¢ Terriere vhich
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i~um height of 22 feet above sea level. IKlisevhere, the

.Scrrain as Tlat or very gently rolling, except Tor small ravines Icrned

t;- the zirez=s., orth of the western fork of the ‘mussolini Canal, there
the terrain slorped gracdually upvard toward ihe foothills of the Colli
Zaziali, these ravines assuned greater proporitions, being forty to sixty
cet in places and very steep sided, but gencrally carrying z iric:zle

a7 vater in the botton, The perfectly flat terrain inmnediately norih
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o7 the canal was further crisscrocssed by a serics of drainagze cditcres,

h varied CSron smgll scratches in the ground to a tweaty or thirs

2.
@]

D

cot victh, and fiftecen or Twenty-Toot depih.

ve

Ife from ‘nzio and Netituno, there vere no real Tovms, 2s such, o

3ilé-

the heachhzad., In the 3rd Division sector there vere clusiecrs of

Ty

‘nge at ‘ccizrella, Conca (Eorgo .iontello on some mars), consisiing o

il

an 0lé castle, a church, and two or three houses and sheds, Ie Terriere
(a group of.large buildings clustered around a woolen mill with a pro-
minent,,higﬁ smokestack), Campo Horto, Carano, and Femina-morta "Deaé
Yoman" (Isola Bella on some maps).

Inmediately behind of the beachhead line were éeveral larger towns:
Zittoria, on the eastern flank; Cisterna, an important road junction on

Highway 7 (ippian Vay) just northeast of Feminamoria; Cori, a few miles

onti Tepini, and Velletri, on the slopes of the Colli Izziall mounteins.,
2ok oceull we phainly secen on 2 clear fay { of thich there werz all oo
z7) Trosn alitost any sart of the beachhead,

Tron the western slopes of llonti Lepini and from the slopes of the

Colli Za2ziali hill nass the Germans on a clear cay had Derfect observation
over g¢very square inch of the beachhead, It was this superb observation

tne Germans to nass artillery Tire on anytihing that noved

in the nzio beachhecad., ind the cdays were clear curinzg z2lnost the entire

Jocvir aad coacealncnt vere very scarce on ithe beacnhhead. Just nori

o inzic-Tetituno, the radiglione Voods and the Hettuno VWilds provided ex-

ccllent conccalnent for supply dumnps and troop asse~bly areas, but vhere
the Tighting actually vas fought, further to the north, there vas practi-

cally no vegetation. - Only the numerous drainage ditches, ravines, and
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o callies together vith the hunéredés of stone Tara houses providcd cecver
ané concealient, and then only to the single infaniry soldier rathsr

tian to large coluwuns, tanls, and other vehicles. 2 Thus these terrain
Tzzlurcs heavily effecied the way the battle vas Tfouzh
Scrmen alvantage of observetion, the nights vere used. The disnounied
_infantrv solédier becanme the major weapons sysiecn to be used, znd he was

$0 te found along the roads, the ditches, the ravines, and gullies,

v N T
P [ .
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.

By vwhere he always could find cover for a short period, but often just
S .

}q enough to cover only the body of one soldier at a time.

"

The above mentioned farmhouses had a tremendous effect on how the
battle vvas fought. Built only a few years earlier‘as one of iussolini's
prized public works, the Italian stone-mason was a master at constructing
fornidablé thick-walled farmhouses that could be turned into veritatle

orireszes, easily derfended by a handiul of nmen with 1little nore than

20 - nd L4 4 . 2 — o "o " - g hJL
rifles z2nd a light ~achine gun. ;ach of these "pocere"” would, in its
e a ey, -2 TS e A -3 w.n = - N « om -~ P - - ~ 2 A
o, SN LC un en cnlire conrany of infantr Voainil VWIULG R g LIZ2CT &S~

-~
- . e e s . —_— - . . C o e . 10
SoUlt Ty tanis To overcome a squad of Germene inside the nhouse.

The assault battalions first to land wvere organized and specially
trained into teans to attack and destroy pillboxes, fortifications, and
cozst-deTense weapons, and to cross beach wire and ninefields. But, the
Zerans hzd expected an aliieﬁ amnhibious operation fur%hcr to the nosrth

fircetly asainst Rome.  Therelore, only a few mines opposed

Zivicicon during the lending.”™ The very beachhead itsell was a natural

.enl Tgncacde dtstacle that impeded the movenent of militery forces. The
107c 2rea vas a swanpy or ~arshy area that just a few years before had

>

Teen turncd into usable farmland by a trenendous cngincer ceifort., !

denze drainage system with innumerable small ditches and the huge

- .

"ucsolini Canal was the result that made crocss couniry movement with
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nzrroy Jara roads that could not support heavy traffic. The two lzxe
highvay from Nettuno to Cisterna vas the only paved road in the division's
sector. This was also the only avenue of approach in the sector, bcth
Tor the aliies and the Germans. Another linitation was the surface

vater that over wide, iow 1ying-areas of the beachhead vias seldom more
that tvvo feet below the ground; This made the digging of foxholes an

ble task in most areas. Only the higher ground that the ditches

and the canal provided vould allow this kind of fortification.12

|
j=te

npOSs

The infTluence of these terrain features vere, of course, a battle

iinit;d to the use of the roads and the seizure of the bridges over the
wezolini Canzl., This canal vas tTo. becone ey terrain. The conly oiher
zrias TS Tz labelled ey terrain vere Cisterna on Highvay 7 (The division
sticctive that vas first taken after several mondhs) and the mountain

slones to the north and northeast, both of which the Germans occupnied

during the entire period to their great benefit. The 3rd Division had’
for the seizure of the ussoldni Canal. This later proved to be

3 s

wi%tal Tor the verr survival of the entire Lncio beachhezd.
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At the initiation of hostilities on the morning of 22 Jénuary
1944, the allied forces involved in all areas of Operation Shingle
_had a significant numerical advantage. Forces available in the area
to oppose the allies totaled approximately 20,000, however, forces
rositioned in the immediate vicinity of the landing were compriscd
of only two engineer companies of the 4th Parachute Division, one
engineer company and one Panzer Grenadier battalion of the Panzer

Grenadier Division and a coastal artillery unit.”

On the other hand,
the 34 Infantry Division along, including its reinforcing units, at-
tacked Red and Green beaches with 20,770 personnel and . 2,196 separate <
pieces 6f vehicles and equipment, while the entire allied landing
force equalled about 100,000, The allies also had an initial advan-
tage in firepower with the landing being supported by a 5 minute British
Naval Rocket artillery prep of the beaches.” This action drew no re-
sronse from the German coast artillery unit which was defending with
cne hogitzer (7.5 cm), seven howitzers (10 cm), eleven howitzers (15cm),
three guns (7.5c¢m), eight guns (10em), two guns (10.5cm), three guns
(15.5¢m) and six guns (l?cm)fr

The 3d Infantry Division (Reinférced) attacked in a three regiment
configuration with all forward. Thé 30th Infantry (Reirf) had initial
resronsibility for Red Beach i with the 7th Infantry (Reinf) on Red
Zezach 2 (Red teach was subtsequently consolidated). The 15th Inf (Reinf)
had responsibility for Green Beach. Task organization of the supporting

‘uriits in the 2d Infantry Division was as follows:

32
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AN

N 7th Infantry (Reinf)

e

o _ Attached: 10th FA Bn '

~ ‘ PLT, Co 4, 751 T En

PLT, Co A, 601 TD Bn

= Co A, 3d “ed BEn (coll)
o Dzt, 10th Engr BEn

f§ Cet, 34 Sig. Co.

"y :

“ v

:b 15th Infantry (Reinf)

!

o ‘ Attached: 39th FA Bn -

] ' PLT, Co A, 751 TK Bn

o PLT, Co B, 601 TD Bn

. Co B, 3d Med Bn (coll)
7 : Det, 10th Engr Bn

N - Det, 34 Sig Co.

: .

® 30th Infantry (Reinf)

- Attached: 41st FA Bn
N PLT, Co A, 751 TX Bn
Y PLT, Co C, 601 TD BEn
. Co C, 38 2d Zn (coll)

. Jet, 10th EZngr En
'ﬁ Det, 3d Sig Co.
o
o

N

D DIVARTY (-10th, 39th, 41st FA Bn) -
K4 Attached: .69th Armd FA Bn.(105) (Corps)

N 'Btry B, 36 FA Bn'(155) (Corps)

¥ Det, Biry B, 15th Observation Bn (Sound) (Corps)
? ><& Recon Troop
!
' Attached: Prov 7D Troop

, . rrov Pack Biry

o ) Det, 10th Engr En
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£0+ Parachute Rgat

1l En, 73mm Pack Howitzer
601st TD En (-3 PLT)
?75ist ™K En (-3 PLT, Co A)
H4lst AAA En
gith CL n
10th Engr En (-3 PLT & Det)
£0th Engr.

Since the majority of the German rorces in Italy had been sent
south to péepare for a major allied thrust, immediate action was re-
quired by the Germans to assemble available reinforcements in the Anzio
area. By 0600, 22 January, one hour after it was notified of the allied
attack, Headquarters Army Group C initiated a pre-established reinforce-
ment plan to assemble trdops from other theaters in preparation for its
pountegﬂ;ttack. The 715th llotorized Infantry Division was moved from
couthern Trance, the 1ll4th Infantry Division from the Balkans, the

A2 nfantry Civision (-) from Genoz, the 3624 Infantry Division (-)

fron Rininil; elements of the newly formed 16th SS Pg Division from ILzg-
horn, and the I Fara Corps HQ, 34 Pg Division (-); 71st Division and
parts of the Hermann Goering Division all from the Adriatic front started
to move in support of this plan. As a result, the Germans were able to
increase their strength in the Anzio a;ea to 40,000 in %wo days, 70,000
s and approximately 90,000 by 2 February. Iicre importantly,
r Division would now face the 1-104th rz Grenadier, 13 =g
n, 1-1 Frcht Rzmt, 1lst Prcht Division, 171 Recon En, ?71lst Inf
‘Zivision, 256%th Recon En, 356 Inf Division, Prcht iiachine Gun BEn, 1lkth
=ccon tn, 114 Inf Division, 2-1 Pz Grenadier, Heramm Goering Division,
ané the Luitwaffe Jaeger En as it tried to advance in_Jland from the

heachhead.
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The allied order of batt 1e and how it would face this expanded
Geraan Torce will be covered in the later portions of this analysis,
is important at this point to.examine the action'taken, as far
involved units, to establish the initial setting for this tattle.

The 540%h Engineer Regiment (Reinf) was tasked with establishing and

13 . b3

organizing the beachhead area. 1In order to secure the area the €615th
US Ranger Force (P) consisting of three-battalions, was to land at
HE-30 on Anzio and Yellow Beach to destroy coastal defense battefies.
The 504 Parachute Rgmt was to air drop near Roman Camp to prevent enemy
reinforcemnents from the north and capture eneﬁy gun batteries. Déspite

the relative success of this plan the allies failed to capitalize on

" their initial advantage and were satisfied to occupy a small beach-

NI

J‘ .* i Y
-1n)_hl£')

head ratﬁer than continuing their attack. The troop strength and fire-

pbwer favored allies on the morning of 22 January, but the lack

initiative by the allies allowed the advantzge to swing to the Germens
T thetmorning of 26 January.

Tenke, zriillery, and tank desiroyers vere employed by the 34 In-
fantry Division in securing its beachhead, but it possessed no signi-

ficant technological advantage in equipment. Initial German obstacles

included the placenent of minés scattered at the extremities of the
. Combined with standard artillery fire, they hampered, but
actions. As

to seriously slow the initial allied However,

reinforcenents grev, more veapons became available to the de-
force and, while conventional technology in basic weapons
was equal, the Gernans did have an advantage in threce rverti-

cular

weapons. The first of these was the 88mm high velocity dual

purpose antiaircraft and antitank piece. This was probably the most

335
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oufstanding artillery veapon of WWII. The second was the machine
pistol, "the Eurp Gun" as titled by the Americans, which was distri-
buted liberally among infantry men and proved to be particularly
effective for close-in fighting. The third was the 150mm nulitiple
tarrel nortar vhich was mounted on wheels and fired electrically."
Ltlthough extrenely effective, only limited numbers of the 150 ma mortar
were found in Italy. Other effective weapons using new technology viere
the German aerial torpedoes and glider bombs. These were used effect- =
tively dufing the first major air-raids on 23 January and caused inme-
diate action by the US Navy tq,find a counter-measure against their
use’.8 Finally, arriving with the30lst Panzer Battalion came the remote
controlled demolition vehicle. VWhile it provided advanced technology,

its effectiveness was limited, given most vehicles either broke dowvn or

‘were destroyed prior to being used.

The effects of this tccnnolosy vwere somevhat offset by superior

" o B
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cessed by the allies, in the areas of a~wruni-
tion sundplies and vheeled and tracked vehicles and equipuent in general,
Alditionally, the tactic of employing massed artillery fire on one

target vas particularyly devastating. This fire was effectively co-

o - PR
. -

ordinated, targeted and controlled by, the use of single engine, low-
flying -4 Piper Cubs manned by forvard artillery observers. Some-~
tines the mere sizht of one of these aircrait was enough to quiet a

as - 9 sz .
German Artillery Zattery . Additionally, the numbers of jeeps, trucks

t\)

né earth-moving equipment gave the allies engineers a significant

acvaniaze over the large amount of horse-drawvn transportation and

~anual labor used by their German counter-parus.'o
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E; ‘ In orcder for the 3d Infantry Division as well as its Eritish
|
b allies to the north, to be able to take advantage of its numerical
o superiority in ammunition and vehicles it had to insure this ma-

* terial reached shore. The 540th Engineers, as the beachhead estab-

lishing unit, had the initial responsibility for organizing the dump
areas and supplying the operating personnel. This was a task for
 which they had trained extensively. However, despite this practice,
a rehearsal as late as 19 January resulted in the loss of Fort&' DUKW's
and ten 105 howitzers at sea. | ”
Regardless of failures, sipplies would have to come over the beach.
Yhile capturing Anzio harbor intact would facilitéte the boarding of
supplies, the harbor itself was small with a limited capacity for
landing ships (see figure 3-2) and incapable of handling liverty ships
because of its depth. In order to land the necessary men, equipment,

and supplies the 3d Infantry Division needed 33 LCT's (13Br, 15 US),

cichiiis,

SZLST £ZZr) and 39 I1CT's. This was about 40% of the capability avail-
ahle to the entire corps.
The 540th Engineers augmented by Military Police, Signal Corps

units and attached Navy Personnel (4,200 personnel) lianded at 0215 hours
| (Ht;S)min) and had the beaches organized and prepared to receive landing

craft by caylight. Despité the first enemy air attacks at 0815, and

then continuous every 3-4 hours, all D-Day convoys (LCT and IST) were

offloaced by 0300, 24 January. Cargo from the Liberty Ships started

?p lagd at C+1. '
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At this point, it is important to note the three ways in which
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supplies landed. Poor beach gradiants made it impossible to land ICI's
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for unloading. This required they be offloaded into DUKW's. The two
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other methods of landing supplies were by LST's containing preloaded
trucks from Naples and by unloading liberiy ships direct by DUXVi's

to beach dumps (load statistics are at Table 3-2). This nethod scie-
Ttives proved dangerous because liberty ships could not get close exncugh
to the shore for the landing craft to avoid large swells. The problen
vvas exacertated by rapid weather changes which could cause a shut-dowm
of operations in as little as one hour with a twelve hour recovery
time. This problem is best exampled by the results of heavy winds and
bad weather which occurred on 25 January. High seas washed Navy pontoons
ashofe~and made it imposs;ble'to use LST excepi by ferry from the ICT's.
The problem could have been avoided if sufficient warning time had been
available to pull the pontoons ashore. The magnitude of the supply
operation, 250 ships and crafts, required close coordination to avoid

such problems.
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17072:  The harbor vias too shallow for Libertiy Ships.
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Eg Operations
Eg( (Beach and Port)
N |
}“ ca2tty - 4 Tarik VoAunerican ICT - axinun
5’ 3 “ark III or IV Eritish LCT - “aximum
13
:3 Cargo Discharge: Heavy - Crane
j' . Light - Janual
gg LCI - Cargo or Personnel
b Harbor Berths - 8 LST - 6 on West wall
H: 2 on North wall
(- LCI - personnel only
- ICT - NA
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Suprly Discharge

Liberty Ships - NA
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- BUL E%- Trom Liberty Ships : dist 1.75 miles
5 time 25 min,

'-_\ :”.lo;ag Side .LO :'.:’..
» Avg Load 3 Jon
Trom ICT : Avg Tons on ICT 154.5

e Avg # of DUKs 55

X Avg Load Time 6 min
L -

'\ »
Q - [ - -

® Troy 28I+ Avg Tons on ICT 43,2

5 ivg # of LUUs 22

-

3 avg Load Time 13 nin

N

4 '£211 zuzhibious boats with the capability to travel on laxd.
-
‘n, L J

v

17 Figure 3-3
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Ccszite frotlems, vhen operations were goed 2554 tons could te
lzncded over the beach in a 24 hour period. ‘Vthen the weather vas Tzd

zrimum ouse of the port was made To kecp the sunnly oncretions zZoing.

T ooriar o stop the sca cupply actions Hitler ordered contiruci and
tre intcnszive zir strikes. Zvern this failed to significently nindszr

- Trcad vere at least ten cdays ahead of schedule and General Lucas felt he
could support two more divisions '

The Gernans also faced suppiy problems, but of a different nature.
The German strength south qf Rome increased so’rapidly that there was
not a sufficient supply base to support it. ITarge quantities of supplies
vere transported from northern Italy. This meant long land and sea lines
of communication at a time when allied air attacks were increasing in
—reraration for the Anzio landing. Vvhile fuel and ammunition were avail-

zble 1o sunnort tactical operations, they had to be shipred into Ilzly

Snrculn thelrennsy Fass.  his made then subject to cntensins tooting
PP S AP S X . =1 2. s PR S 3 L L. oo a— RN -3
rzzulting from the Increassd air acvivity. It ves transporting suirlies

. . , 23
Once organized, the Gerndns could wansport approximately 11,000 tons
ol sunnlics caily. Throush incorporation of hired znd purchzced truchs

Tnig tormzze vag stvcadily naintained and zcted to decereacse the CGervan ‘

Zunnly Irotlens in the Italian theater. However, this progran <id not
cocome Tully elfective for tTwo nonths.
The Gernzns did have several establicshed supply dusns in the arez,
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These vzre shipred south by both rail and trucks. Althougn sea

lanes were available, the bulk of supplies itraveled by surlace
routes. LS a resuli, several sysitenic pronlems becane cviient.

irest, the heavy rail traific on poor iracks Torced the unlioading
or many trains far north of their destination. Some of these arrivad
late ané many not at all. Truciks sent 10 receive the supplies vere
not coordinated and much time was wasted in waiting. In other czses
rerouting of trains forced the rerouting trucks and resulted in the
excessive use of fuel. As rail lines were repaired the problens
changed. :

Lov nany irains arrived at off-load points simulianeously. The
result wvas insufficient personnel to unload supplies. Once unloaded,
e:rcess supplies and material were now available in one area but needed .

in a:xother location.

a4
- = JEAE T -~ 2 e e -~ 1 = P | TP ~ 2
CUoE closcr 0 The lancding erce.  SAls cnablizsc Tne Germans o i
=t pUS ~ ale Rl 2 - -
Lrive The managencnt and sitorage of sumnplies as well as the scheduling

07 resudply by trucks to forward positions. As a result, the Gernans

heé large diverse supply cdumps easily accessible by iruck or rail.

As supply denends increased ‘along with allied air attacks, naval
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vere now uzed o relieve the lcad from the raill and rozsd transperis,

£3i71 thiz =method could only complinent land modes, and as long as it

<
«

v

ovever, desnive

—

vas zvellatle, rail renained the prinary nover.

Torrard tasing the above mentioned difficulties still exisied andé in-
creaseé air activities forced nmovement of supplies by night or Fron

a2 Camzzed railway to an available enpty train on the other side of the
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%, hiz method ““ovrc effective vhen rail remairs vere nrcjectcd tc
~%
108 talte 2 lonz tine or when at least 60 Ka of uscable tracli vas aveil-
~
-‘-‘ - - - L] 3
- 2hle on Tthe cther cnd.
'\: = € v
e T the snecific area of the Anzio front not only did the air
L .
P! attact irnede resuonnly, artillery fire added to the nroblens and even
Y
;¥ hinderecd the renoval of wounded from the battlefield, Conditions
\ : I . T o
X reached the point vhere armored cars were used for resupply on a
Fd
“’ . L a .. 3 . - -~
O linited tasis and battles vere sometimes influenced by the lack of
[, .
.' £l o
b o available ammunition. Despite these problems the Germans made naximum
T, use o1l all the methods described above with reasonably good success.
- Combat service support activities in the areas of maintenance
e
T and personnel operations were minimal due to the period under analysis.

.

Tor the aliies, and specifically the 34 infantry Division, suificient

o ool Y %

sarccimel and eguinnent were on hand to initiate and sustain operations.

() VR Ll alakinkt]
4 N - - -
3 )
g Tomuzltics on the firest Cay vere extrenely light; 15 %Zilled, T7 vicunied
- o 23 N n N .
S £ lezing., fersonnel sirengtih reporting nrocedures vwere tre-
L
. cetzzlisned and initiated e ctive 2356 caily, D-Tay Initial re-
NG
L
8

placements were tased on two weeks expected losses as requisitioned

L% at D-%. These replacements were held in Naples until needed.

o Prisoners of var (PW) were handl®d y the 540th Engineer's shore
.\ rezivent cnce the beachhead vas organized and functicninz, Alter the
o —— . .- ORI L S . s -
ﬁj Tirzs Lz VI esrzs had tzlken 227 Fos, P vere nornally celiverel by
o e eee s . . ; - . R . :
o tre indivicdual units and evacuated by LST at a rate of 150 nper toz=.
-‘\"

-\‘ — - - -~ L]

‘.' Ten guards vere assigned to each group of prisoners. (nce support
e unltc arrived, the VI.Corps Provost arshal Toox over I operaticnc.
v

o ne initial posture of the German Forces has alreacy been acdressed.
'S .

® Perscnnel replacement operations were conducted in conjunction with
g .
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::'Q .
‘; ~ surnly operations. faximun use of all vehicles was nade when moving
?3{ replacenents to the front. Since all units in the region,as well as
ii weny fron close theaters, had been To th; landing arca, 0st ¢f the
: rcplacerents were new troons, barely out of training and with very
;f: ligtle prior combat experience. Despite this, initial persommel znd
5N
Eg ~equipment postures had little effect on the result of the battle.
;. : Units were well organized to perform their combat missions. The
;§ _ 3d Infantiry Division had task organized to provide maximum flexibility
.§ and fire power. Extensive training had been cpnducted during the tvo
;_ veeks prior to the operation to insure every unit was thoroughly familiar
k§ vith its mission. Command and control of the mission was initially
‘és provided by the Corps CP via a main and tactical Division Command Post.
\ .
: The nmain CP remained afloat on the HMS Circassia, the TAC aboard an LST
;ﬁ until 1t could be moved ashore.
ﬁ? The 3¢ I.D. uvced both wire andé radio communications in esiatiicsning
h -
i_ﬂ *nz tazehhead. Racio comnand nsts (prinmary and aliernaie) rzincaincd |
’EZ wz7i0 cilencsz &s much as possitle. Visual signals vwere uced 2s a Tzacik- i
0
ii > upb. US. Forces practiced QOMSEC to the maximum extent possible. On |
" the other hand any intercepted Gernman transmissions were immediately |
:§ passed to the Corps CP. A}l radio messages that woulé give an inmediate
;_ t2etical advantage to the Germans were cnerynted. e 28 ID had tesn
'; zrned that the CGernans could intercent tranms-izsiones Teticen 20 - LD
2;3 cgecrelss (?'L €0 clear trancsmicssions vwere cnly zutihorized then it
.E ould-not jeépardize the tactical situation.
:I: 22230 lin¥s vere maintained lzterally wi<h other T2nding units. Once
;zl operations were established ashore only one nct was -ainitained betveen
o .
’; the Divisions and VI Corps. Telephones were used vhenever possible, but
; vere alvays considered unsecure. Zelegraph vas considered secure, how-
3 cver Socret escazes were always cencoded. 411 land lincs were ratrclled
.
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Luinoon as cuificien® Tor the operation,.at no woint in Ihe ini-

1 oncration were they severly tested. |

te ramticoned earlier, once the landing operation was iniviztied,
precestzblished reinforceneni plans were put into action. At this
point German Army Group C Headguartiers was in control of the operztion
and the 20,000 troops_in the area. As *he force size grew around the
teachhead the German l4th Army,. commanded by General von lackenson
vas given command of operationé in the region. By 28 January, the
beachhead sector was so dense with units, it was split into three se-

parate sectors for comamand and control - east, central and west. This

The most e¢ffective method For such a larze force as it conducted Celen-
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Tte ~raorgnicinz. Howewver, zs the Gesroans Trzozred Thcir countor zilzel
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° Any attempt at describing the role of intelligence orerations

1 within the 3d Infantiry Division in isolation from similar crerztions
E&K of 5th Army and VI Corps would prohibit an accurate evaluztion of

3 the importence of intelligence information in Operation Shingle.

o Corisecuently it is necessary to evaluate the collection, anzlysis,
> and dissemination of intelligence at multi-echelons of cormnand.

3 US Forces pre-landing intelligence estimates were prezared by
A 2ll major headquarters. 5th Army, VI Corps, and the 3d Infantry

ﬁ{ Divisicn G2 estimates issued prior to D-Day describe the area oI

(. : cperations in significant detail, each predicting only lignht

Ky . resistence to the 3d Infantry Division's (ID) beachhead assault.

L As lzte as 16 January 1944, the Fifth Army G2 concluded that the

o German forces had no fresh reserves and only a few tired replacements
(% ) which could be used to occupy established defensive positions in

Y the VI Corps zone. The estimate further highlighted an increasing
o number of indications that German resistence on the Fifth Army

. Front would continue to ebb due to casualties, exhaustion, and

- possible lowering morale in enemy units. &

L. Slmllarly. 3d ID G2 estimates, as well as those of VI Corps,

predicted limited resistence to the initial landing, coupled with
X the possibility of heavy and highly mobile counterattacks along
® the inland route to Cisterna. Internal security projections by
i the 3d Infantry Division G2 seemed to support the general allied
%Y conviction that the German forces would know that the invasion was
_ﬁ to tzxe place, but that the specific location, time, and date of

,ﬁi the assault could remain secure until undertaken.2t
-
S

! .. -2 cocnclusions reached by allied intelligence znzly

"~ T¢ nzve tezn suite sccurate. The 3d ID encountered lizht
&1 <o its initiel landing, with strong German counteratiacis curri
\% in rzspcrise to unit acdvances while movvng inland. Likewice, &

g review of the German intelligence situation reveals that 34 ID

S estimates of potential operations security successes were accurate

4 as well. -
> Through various intelligence collection means and analysis,

'? German commanders were aware that an allied amphibious landing was
X to occur. German Air Fdrce photographic reconnaissance of the
W i'zrles zrea revezled the build-up of nearly 400,000 tons of supplies
L ard eguiprment, and the near total restoration of the once-destreoyead
[ torts of tre city. However, following these initizl photcgrephs,

‘:3 z3vzrse weather and zllied air raids upon German aerial r=connzjis-
\{ czr.ce aircrait bases precluded further photography of the area.27
o Cernseguently, German intelligerice agencies were denied not only
"y ctservation of the movement of soldiers and supplies to ships, tut
o also the movement of these ships to the assault landing area. These

[ thelllgenca deficiencies resulted in German coastal defenses bteing

- xp repared and caught by surprise, vglidating allied operatiocns
- ecurity predictions.

a Intelligence acquisition and consumption by both antagonists

‘:E concisted primarily of the use of photocgraphic aerial reconnaissance,

b
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) risoner cf war interro atlons, analysis of captured ernemy docurents,
Q D
Q( unit ground reconnaissance missions, and limited signal intercept.
\
m

As zerial reconnaissance proved invaluable to the German
conmarders in warning of the impending allied landing, it zlso sarve
zs & significent analytic tool for the allies. Prior -to and
durirz the operation, a total of 208 photo-reconnaissance sorti=zs
were flcwvm with some 420 interpretation reports issued in support of

rcund forces. These photo-reconnaissance missions resulted in +*he
total loss of 2 aircraft while 8 others incurred heavy damage during
the first 10 days of the operation <8 Photographic interpretaticn

. reports were generally passed via radio net to division level from
5th Army headquarters, and by D+3 these reports were timely and
accurate enough to be used in targeting allied counterbattery fires.
Although precluded by adverse weather conditicns, photo-reconnais-
sance plans in support of the overation called for a minimum of 3
high altitude sorties per day.89 _
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Although extremely useful for terrain analysis and 1dent1fy1ng
large enemy defenses, there were limitations and difficulties
associated with photo-reconnaissance capabilities. Daily damage
to the highly sensitive photographic equipment was significant and
often resulted in poor quality photographs for interpretation.
Further degrading the analytic quality of these photographs was
the poor images produced by the existing lenses. From altitudes
in excess of 10,000 feet photographic image quality was inadequate
the purposes of defining enemy defenses. In cases where greater
was 1~p rative, special missions had to be flown from heWCN

Such low level =zerial reconnzissance often results
lzmzze to zireraft and further deterioration of the
capability.3e
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The dissemination of photographic analysis in a timely manrer
proved to be a problem as well. The time needed to interpret and
discseminate mission analysis reports was extensive, and the use
of these reports below the division level usually proved impractical.
With few other sources available, division subordinate commanders
were forced to rely upon -dangerous ground reconnaissance missions
to identify detailed defenses. .

Significant use of ground reconnzissance existed at the divisicn
y both the German and allied forces. 34 ID intellizence
icn plans assigried detailed ground reconnaissance missiorns
regiment on a daily basis while at least three or four
miss;c*s per day were conducted at the direction of the
Inteliigence COfficer. Likewise, Cerman forces relied
y upon grcund reconnaissance. Due to the German lack of zir
orlty in the area and the adverse weather conditions which
..... uded routine air support, US forces repeatedly felt the prcting
mz211 Gerﬂan ground reconnaissance units throughout their secticrs.
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Another valuable source of intelligence proved to be the
priconers of war captured throughout the period. For the Germans,
{ allied captured provided much needed order of battle, personality,
: eand morale-related information. Conversely, German prisoners of
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war proved to be a significant source of information concerning the
movement of enemy reserves throughout the area for the 34 ID.

In total the 3d Infantry Division captured some 308 prisoners
stween 22 Jznuary and 2 Feoruary 1944, 2l The impertance of these
pr1=cners as sources of inf ormatlon is best demonstrated by the
method in which they were evacuated, interrogated, and further
processed. Upon the 34 Infantry Division's landing at Anzio, a
VI Corps Prisoner of War (PW) Cage was established at the beachhead.
Pis captured by the 3d ID were immediately evacuated to the
beachhead cage where detailed interrogations were begun. PiWs were
not released until interrogations were ‘complete, and then only after
the VI Corps G2 had specifically approved their evacuation. 'This
added administrative and logistical burden so close to the combat
area demonstrates the importance of the intelligence which was
available through this source. .

Captured documents also pPlayed a valuable role for both
adversaries. Captured German documents proved invaluable in documen-
ting German order-of-battle information for the allied forces. From
such documents a significant quantity of information regarding German
units, personalities, and supplies was made available to allied
analysts. Similarly, German use of captured documents was also ex-
tensive, and although not totally clear, evidence does exist which
supports the probability that the Germans came into possession of
the allied 1andlng plan immediately following the initial landing. 32
This immediate insight to the nature of the operation allowed them
to rezdily reinforce their defenses in the landing area with the
zssyrence that the main thrust of the attack had been identified.

though the megnitude of signal intercept and anzlysis

ion s by the German and US forces is not clearly evident,
re strong indications that on a large scale their role in
verall operation was significant.

As mentioned previously, German aerial reconnaissance of the
Naples area convinced Kesselring that an allied landing was forth-
coming. This conclusion was further supported by January 1944
signal intercepts of aliied communications by the Germans which in-
diczted that the attack wgs imminent. Also noteworthy are the 3d
T*fa*‘*y Division security cautions to friendly units that German tanks
2d 2 tank-mounted SIGINT collection capability between 20-40 mega-

cles and could monitor all friendly radio transmissions in that
irsguency range. Whether this was simply a normal radio monitoring
2ility or a true SIGINT co’lectlon capability is unclear.

Little reference to allied SIGINT capabilities and utilization
was uncovered, except that associated with the Allied SIGINT oper-
ztion code-named "ULTRA". It is clear that General Clark was mace

aware of ULTRA information prior to the invasion which depicted
major German forces north of the Gustav Line, and that he was aware
of the German preparations to counterattack prior to 3 February 1944,
There are indications that he passed this sanitized ULTRA infor-
mation to Gen Lucas when on 3 February 1944 he told Luces to
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stop, dig-in, znd prepare for heavy cocunterattacks. <Llco lirzely,
but not entirely clear, is the probability that intelligerce inicr-
ation obtzined through ULTRA was being dicsuized bty 2*h Army ard
pzscsed to subordinate units as informaticn cttzired frem ensry
rrizcners of war..33

How valuable did intelligence collectinr, wraz’ueis, =214
dissemination prove to be during Cperaticn I nirzlszT The arcwer is
relatively clear. From photo-reconraisccrce Toeii2) intercers
meznsg, the CGerman forces were made aware of =r inrmirert zllied

landing which allowed them the opportunity o t«gin delensive
. preparations. Although the allied attack came 2zt zn unkxnown
location and occurred some 15 to 30 days prior to the time it had
been predicted, the fact that Kesselring was already in the defensive
- planning process certainly added to his ability to respond rapidly
once the landing location was ascertained.

Allied use of intelligence appears to have been equally as
important. Intelligence collections plans were thorough, information
was passed to commanders in as timely a manner as technology
permitted, and all evidence suggests that intelligence information
played an important role in the tactical decisions of ground
commanders.

In preparation for the Anzio landing, extensive joint planning
was critical. US ground forces relied heavily upon the Air Corps
oth prepare the beachhead for landing and to interdict German

pts to reinforce their defenses in the area. Planning czlled
Tzctical Air Corps, alded by strategic zir zssztz, ¢
moirng ensny zirfielids prior to D-IZzy *to dssircy ensx
zni to destroy Germzn /Italian linss of communication
ner<rern Italy. This effort was intended to insure
ndly 2ir superiority over the beachhead on D-Day, while
simultaneously interrupting enemy communications north to south

prior to the landing to preclude heavy troop and equipment movements.
Commencing on D-Day, the mission of the tactical air forces was to
shift to the Anzio area where air missions included isolation of

the beachhead by destroying bridges, road transport, and enemy 3%
columns and troop concentrations within beachhead striking distances.
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Lir operations prior to D-Day went generally es p7¢nred with
actuzl success unclear. Although damage to enemy air forces was
czvzare, there is no evidern that the allied attempt to sever
er.emy lines of communlcauwons was successful. ;

Air operations on D-Day however clearly represent azn allied
success. Scrne 120 sorties were flown to isolate the beachhead, and
enenmy troop movenents were severely restricted until adverse
weauusr precluded further azir support missions.33 Actuzl field
repcrts reflect no use of air in close support of ground forces
at ihe teachhead, and little along in-land advances by allied
ground forces.

Anticipating an allied offensive, Kesselring concluded that
the allies would attempt a landing north of the Gustav Line to cut

9
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the Gzrrman lines of communication and force the German wiinhdrawzl.
In respoense he planned the strengthening of coastal defenses.

Constrazined by limited manpower and resources, Kesselrirg

elected *o establish lightly deferided coastal positions wrnile

rmaintaining highly mobtile reserve forces which would permit him to
~2ss his forces rapidly to thwart major allied offensive succes:zzs.
Fis ntent had been characteristic of the German methods of defsrse

throughout the Italian campaign. Supported by Hitler and gererzlly
;cceptea by the Italians, Kesselring believed in manning light
defenses with less experienced troops, while maintaining 2 heavy
end highly mobile reserve of experienced and combat effective

units to concentrate and destroy enemy penetrations. 30

At lower levels, and as experienced at Anzio, this phllosophy
evolved into very light and ill-equipped coastal defenses with a
series of well-armed and experienced soldiers manning strong points
along major routes of advance inland. These strong-points were
equipped with machine and anti-tank guns, and in many cases were
supported by tanks. Demonstrating excellent fields of interlocking
fire, these strong-points proved to be significant obstacles to
the allied advance.

Having been halted in their conventional advance in-land by a
successful series of such strongpoints, MG Truscott attempted to
further the 34 Infantry Division's advance by using the cover of
darkness to infiltrate behind enemy units to force their withdrawal.
This tzctic also failed after stiff resistence at Cisterna was
er.ccuntsrzd, and heavy enemy minefields stopped the fcrwerd movement

B
~ -
£ VYenis.,

Yzvirg teen halted while attempting the infiliraticon uechnche,
future 3d ID offenses were characteristically more deliberate in
their design. Prefaced by heavy artillery barrages and the use of
smoxe to isolate the objective, elements of the 3d Infantry Division
advanced on Cisterna with a more -traditional force.~ Infantry
forces supported by Sherman tanks and M-10 tank destroyers however
continued to encounter stiff enemy resistence. Although close
air support had been planned, adverse weather precluded it and the
cperation stalled. .

erman offensive tactics demonstrated a similar combined
zrms zrorcach. German attacks generally began at 0615 or 1730
rcurs, and were preceeded by heavy artillery barrzges. Infantry
zivences »e e generally supported by tanks..

Cn a smaller scale, German platoons routinely attempted to
infiltrate through gaps in allied defenses, and to flank defensive
rositicrs forcing their withdrawal. Series of such successes were
intencded to weaken enemy defenses and force their rearward movement.
Tank platoons, considered by the Germans as primarily offensive
weapons and units, were generally heavily camouflaged with natural
materials and deployed on line when used in the defense. 1In the
offense, they were employed in column until resistence was
encountered. Upon meeting resistence they would

B aRC ol A A
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deploy on line or in the wedge formation, or would attempi a
flanking movement while the lead tank continued to draw fire.

In the offense, German forces at Anzio generally atizcked in

two waves. The initial wave penetrated enemy defensivses, ai:e:;ting
tc reach surporting artillery positions.” The second wave psricrrmed
clsarirg oper ations around the point of penetration, and sscurei

-, -

the shculders

In preparation for the operation,allied forces trzined very
similer offensive tactics, 1ntegrat1ng the combined arms conCcpb.
Asszult renhearsals with the Navy were practiced repeatedly =
Naples, and night operations training became routine. Consistent
combined arms training was the standard.

The Anzio operation between 22 January and 2 February 1544,
is best characterized by the German's highly successful use of
combined arms forces and integrated strong points along the inland
avenues of approach to significantly slow the allied advance towards
Cisterna, allowing for the rapid build-up of their reserve forces.
The 3d ID, plagued by heavy cloud cover and German strongpoints
adopted both infiltration and deliberate attack tactics with only
minimal success.

The 3d Infantry Division, having participated in the landings
and fighting in North Africa and Sicily, was an experienced -and
c;oabWe combat division. Training in preparation of the Anzio
1'-5"&1

~ -

2% O ()

grztion s, eand over-the-teach ascsaults. Since shvc:r
dzizrzzs zre 'ﬁ::ClDabed pre-invasion trairing zlsc incluizs
iz 4 rer oval berted wire znd barrier negotiations, and pili-
Tox it tectics. Throughout the operaticn 34 Infentry Div
mcorale and compbat effectiveness was excellent. The actual Germzn
experience however is somewhat unclear.
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Allied intelligence reports on 16 January 1944 speculated that
German soldiers were exhausted and that their morale was weakening.
Reports indicate that the German sqldiers were unused to preparing
defensive positions and were inexperienced in mountain operations.
It was initially reported that they were without the necessary
win*er cleshing and egquipment, and consequently in a roor state of
morale.

iicst of these reports were substantiated by Germen Flls encountered
immezdiztely Zfollowing the Anzio landing. Pils reported thzt *he
Zermann Gechrirgz Division had been moved into the area fcr rest
ernid refitting, and was ill-prepared for the ensuing battle.

ire reliability of these reports must be guestioned in view

of the effectiveness of the German defense. Combat reports comrencin
on D+1 reveal that morale was high and that the units were in fact
quite combat effective. The level of the resistence to the allied
advanceg attests to their condition.

0f additional note was the condition and training of US Ranger




Rangers in the Naples area, training deficiencies had been idertified,
and included shortcomings in night operations as well 2s noise
discipline. Colonel Darby was later to explain these deficiencies

as a result of the loss of experienced perscnnel during prior
engagemenis. Replacements were newly trained and lacred the ccmbat
experience of their predecessors.

“w
g forces prior to the landing. During pre-landing rehearszls by the
:

The actual 1mpact of these deficiencies during the Rzangers

. assault at Cisterna is unclear. Whether the Ranger forces zalerted
" ' German defenses as a result of inefficient and noisy movement
. . towards Cisterna or if the German positions were merely well-prepared

and unusually alert is not known. In any event, the Ranger force
did begin the landing and the ensuing engagements at less than
optimum readiness.

Leadership within the 34 ID and among the array of German

forces with which they were. confronted appears to have been ex-

v cellent. Constrained by the fact that their forces had to be

A moved often in piecemeal fashion to meet the 3d ID advance, the

’ German success can only be attributed to exceptional small unit
leadership. Strongpoints, frequently manned at the squad level,

K: proved significant obstacles to the 3d ID advance. Reinforcements

e were moved vast distances rapidly and efficiently, and were prepared

5 - to defend immediately upon reaching their positions. Such

< accomplishments attest to the leadership and training of the German

;&} forces opposing the allies.

2 Lezdership in the 3d ID zrpears to have teen equzlly zs
rodtweriny. Unit commanders demonsiratsd sxcellent tasttlefielad

S fleflolllty. eand the unit's noncommissioned officers were awardsd

- many medals of valor and bravery.
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In the early mcrning hours of 22 Jenuary 1944, VI

Corps of Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clarx's Fifth Army landed on the

Y=

tzlizan coast below Rome and established a2 beachhead far

o’

ehind the enemy lines. "In the four rmcnths between this

)

3

landing and Fifth Army's May 1944 offensive, the short
stretch of coast known as the Anzio beachhead was the scene
of one of the most courageous and bloody dramas of the wvar.
"The dérmans threw attack after attack against the beach-
head in an effort to drive the landing force into the sea.
After the Allied landings in southern Italy, German forces
had fought a delaying action while preparing defensive

lines to their rear. The main German defensive barrier
guarding the pproaches to Rome was the Gustav Line, extending

across the Iteiian reninsula from Minturno to Ortona.

Twzry enrineers had reinforced ‘the naturzl rountain cdefernses
ith en elzterzte network of pillboxes, bunkers, and mine
fielde, ="

The Germans had also reorganized their forces to resist
the £llied advance. On 21 November 1943, Field Marshall
Altert Kesselring took bver tﬁe cSmmand of the entire
Itélian theater; Army CGroup C, under his cormand, wvas ¢ivided
into tvwo arxmies, the Tenth facing tre southern front and
120 holding the Rome area, and the Fourteenth guarcing
central end northern Italy. "In a time otherwise filled
vith defeat, Hitler vas determined to gain the rrestige of -
holcing the Allies south of Rome."39 Coposing the German

forces was the Allied 15th Army Group, commanded by Gen.
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Sir Harold R.L.G. Alexander, vwith the U. S. Fifth Army
attacking on the western and the British Fighth Army on the

€e

[6))

tern sectors of the front.
"The strategy decided upon by the allied leasders, zn

emphibious landing behind the Gustav line, had been under

_consideration from the time when German intentions in Italy

became clear. By late October 1943 it was evident the
Germans intended to compel the Allied forces to fight a
sl6w, costly battle up the peninsula{ The purpose was to
turn the German flank, gaiﬁing a passage to the routes to
Romé, and threaten the German lines of communication and
gupply. The plan for the landing was called SHINGLE."XO
The finzl plans for SHINGLE were completed on 12 January
184Lk. D-Day was set for 22 January, 0200 hours. "After
the landing and cduring the critical days of the Anzio
cerizeign in rmid-February, operations on the southern frent,

wkl "Because of

except at Cassino, were at a standstill.
this stalemate in the south, the enemy was able to hold

the Fifth and Eighth Armies at bay with fewer troops than

‘he assembled'before Arzio in én all-out effort to drive

. . . L
VI Corps from its beachnead.”'2

At the beginning of February Generel lMackensen's
AFourteeqth Army was preparing to strike. "Hitler had
éersonally ordered that thé ‘abscess' below Rome be removed,
vhatever the cost.”L*3 Having stopped the Allied drive toward
Cisterna and Campoleone, the Germa;s renewed their prepar-
ations for an all-out offensive toward the Anzio beachhead.

For the first two weeks of February, while these preparations

.
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vere under vay, the Germans believed that VI Corps might
zgain attack toward Cisterna and Campoleone in an effort
to btrezk out of the beachhead. They a%so theught thét the
£llies nizght attempt znother emphibious landing norfhwest
of &nzic, cocrdinate it with a drive from the beachhezad
area zcross the Moletta River to the northwest. ''The
German attacks of early February were designed not only to
pave the way for the enemy's main offensive but also, by
'maintaining constant pressure on VI Corps, to prevent the
Allies from reorganizing for a new drive out of the beach-
heaa."## The situation and mission of the Fourteenth Army

was summarized on 3 February in its Journal as:

"Fourteenth Army intends to preﬁent the enlarging of
the inzic beachhead, and to prepare an attack to eliminaté
>zz, 4 number of army units are remnants {rom various
crgznizeiicns znd are not sble to mount an attszcx at this
time; during the last days, they had to be used in the front
lines to vrevent an enemy breskthrough. With these forces

a strong assault to conduct the attack on the beachhead

cannot be organized. Therefére,\Fburteenth Army has planned

ct

tzormzs vith limited objectives to suit various situations

3

o 25 they zrize. ‘hen the enemy is weesiiened by these attacks, ,
{ ‘
. - . . L
u: en zll-out counter offensive vwill be launched."'5
3%

s Lt the same time, Fourteenth Army agein expressed

'

> . . . _ -
o, count thiet the Anzio beachhead could be eliminated vith the
5 i
R; forces availadble to it, and reguested Army Group C to zttach '
I _ ‘
5& additional troops in orcder that the ultimate mission of :
l}% i
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eliminating the beachhead might be accomphiched. "The

initial assault to secure the beachhead by VI Corps was to
land over the teaches near Anzio'and_Nettuno in three
sirultaneous assaults. All the allied forces would link
up to seize and consolidate a beachhead centering on the
e ' port of tnzio."*® The Germans foresaw the posesibility of

2n Allied landing behind the Gustav Line, and strenghtened.

- : the coastal positions that were in the most likely invasion
areas as best they could with the limited number of troops

at their disposal. "Since it considered the number of

German troops in Italy barely sufficient to hold the southern
front and ‘strengthen the rear areas, the German High Command :
in December 1943 worked out an elaborate plan to reinforce . H
Germen troops in Italy vwith units from Frznce, Germeny, and
“ucoelavia in the event of an Allied landing. "7 Tnus it

wzs that vihile the Cermans rezlized that they ¢id not zav
avallable sufficient forces to prevent an Allied landing

behind the Gustav line, they believed that they could contain

and destroy it by hurrying reinforcements into It;ly to meet
‘the emergency; "Theiyr plans did not contemplate the with-
dravel of any substantiai number of trcops from the scuthern
rort to meet such a threat to their rear.ni®

outhern

n

The bitter and continuous struggle zlong the
front from Wovember 1943 into January 1944 forced the enemy
to commit 211 of its divisions that were fit for ccrnbat 0°

stop the Allied offensive at the Gustav Line. "A lull in

the fighting in early January permitted the strenghening
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R, of forces iﬁ the Rome area to resist an invation. Under
;: the command of I Parachute Corps, the 29th and 90th Panzer
:;ﬂ; . Crenadier Divisions were assigned to the Reme coabual sector;
i;* fie Herman CGoering Fanzer Division was held es a mobile

.E%; reserve between Rome and the southern front. But vhen the
g{n Aimerican Fifth Army attacked across the Garigliano on

:-- ) 18 January. the Germans rushed the 29th and 90th Panzer

.E} : Grenaéier Divisions southward."#g"On the eve of the Anzio
%f? landings the Germans had almost denuded the Rome area of

i combat troops in order to stem the Allied drive in the

'gié soﬁth. The Germans had observed the regrouping of Allied
w:i troops and Allied Naval preparations in the Naples area:

I:G‘ | and they believed that the Allies had sufficient strength

E%E both to maintain the offensive along the main fighting front
ﬁi end to attem»t 2 landing in the Rome area.”5o But they

R nored to delzgy such an invasion by counterattacking in the
’1 scuth: then, after stopping the Allies on the Gariglieno.

;iﬁ? they would draw back enough troops to check a landing.

f&y | As the first wave of craft hit the beach and men rushed
AE%: for the cover of the dunes behind® there was no enemy to

’EFE freet them. "Pushing rapidly inland. the astonished troops
;S; szon realized that the highly unexpected hac haprened.

éé& The £llies had caught the Germans comprletely off guard.

'éﬁ' Llthough the Cermans knew an amphibious landing wvas.impending.
ﬁﬂ they believed that. it would not occur until somevhat later n2l

The two German divisions that had been assigned to guard

° the coast had been sent to the southern front only three
s :
b
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3} deys before. and the coastzl sector and area south of Rome
i§5 vwere held by cnly c=keleton forces. Consequently. except

;F . for a few small ccast artillery and antiaircraft detachments,
;: the only immediate resistance to the Anzio landing came from
'§ scattered elements of the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division.

b & "Only three engineer companies and the 2nd Battalion. 71lst
‘ﬁ ) Panzer Grenadier Regiment. had been left to guard the coast
Al .

from the mouth of the Tiber River through Anzio to the :

by
"-f:"f-

Musesolini Caneal: one 9-mile stretch of the coast was occupied

-

by a single company."52 Furthermore. the troops in the

KAty

- Anzio area had not been warned that an Allied landing was

-
v

.
)
PRI

irmmirent. The coastal defenses were limited to scattered

®

g mine fields along Peter Beach used by the British 1lst

L Diviesion: some pillboxes. most of which were not even menned;

s . ) ] . . .

k- znd scattered Artillery vieces--a few &8's and seversl old

o Itziizn, Irench. and Yugoslev pieces--most of which vere

o not even fired against the attackers. By 24 January the

LY

Ko 2Zyrd Division had occupied the right sector of the initial

- beachhead along the Mussolini Canal.

o "slthough the Anzio landing and initial Allied buildup
) vere virtu unorroced by Germaen land forces. the enenmy

® 1y y N

5 rezcted sviftly to reet the emergency."53 Heacdcuarters

- . .

k- of Lrzy Groun C immediately slerted elements of the Lth

N ™ -

Y : ' .

by Farachute and Hermann Goering Pznzer Divisions south of

° g

7 -

o Pome znd ordered them to defend the roads leading from

o

1’. " 0] (3

o tnzio toward Colli Laziali. At 0600 on 22 January, Gerzany
4

¥ ..

: set in motion the prearranged plan to rush troops from

I"'.I
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outside of Italy to stem the Allied invasion. Two divisions
and mzny lésser units started at once from France. Yugoslavia.
znd Germany itself. Three divisions of the Fourteenth

r=y in northern Italy vere alerted znd left for the Rome
zrea on 22-23 January. To command the defense. I Fzrachute
Corrs reestablished its headguarters in the area belcw Rome
at 1700 on 22 January. '"All available reserves from the
southérn front or on their way to it were rushed toward
‘Anzio: these included the 3rd Panzer Grenadier and 7lst
Infantry Divisions, and the bulk of the Hermann Goering
Panzer Division. While these forces were assembling. the
German Air Force bombed the beachhead area and its supporting
naval craft in order to delay an Allied advance inland."sh
Tor the first two days, the German defenders believed thaf
they vere too weuzk to sicy zn Allied zdvence against Colli
Lzzizli; out from the evening of 24 Jenuery they were
ccnfident that they could contain the beachhead forces and,
2s soon as they had substantially completed their concen-

tration. launched a counterattack that would wipe out the

Allied beachhead. N ..

Army Group C on 24 January ordered the Fourteenth Army

‘v

ot

2 tzxe over the cormmand of the Germen cvreraticns belo

n
om
]

e

b

zio. "¥nen the Fourteenth Army. commeznded by Gen. Zberhard

Qo

X
-

v

'on Mackensen. assumed control on 25 January. elements of
eignt German cdivisions were employed in the defcnse line
around the beachhead. and five more cdivisions with many

survorting units were on their way to the Anzio area."55
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medium ancd two field regiments of artillery in support. to
te the Factory (Aprilia) near Carroceto. The 2rd Eattzlion,

r Grenadier Regiment (3rd Panzer Crenacier Tivisicn),

29th Fanz

1))

hzd occupied the factory the night before on 25 Janusry.
The CGermans were defeated but counterattacked strongly the
next day.

Far more dangerous to both beach and shipping were the
constant Luftuffe raids. "“The German Air Force put up its
biggest air effort since Sicily in an attempt to cut off
Allied Supplies. Small flights of fighter-bombers strafed
snd bombed the beach and port areas every few hours. The
most serious threat, however, was the raiding by medium
bombers squadrons hastily brought back from Greece and the
torpedo and glider bcmbers from airfields in southern Frence.
Siirming in low at dusk from the sea throucgh the smcke =2nd
hall of ack-~ack fire. they released bombs. torpecoes. znd
rzcic-controlled glider bombs on the crovded shipring in the
harbor."58 In three major raids, on 23, 24. and 26 January,
they sank a British destroyer and a hospital ship. damage
another hospital ship..and beéchea a Liberty ship. - The two
hesviest reids came at dusk and midnight on 25 Jznusry. vhen
's. and Messerschmitt 220's

8
British antizircraft cruicer

Ls vreviously ncted, VI Corps prepared to lzunch its
offencive toward Cisterna and Campoleone on 20 Jznuary, and

the GCerman forces were being regrouped for the major counter-




"Thirty infentry battalions. supported by arzior

or

rtillery. vere being organirzed into combat groups for
this cffer51ve, znd six more inféntry tattalions vere tc be
neld in reserve. The German main line of resistance was
estagbliched in front of Cisterna and Campoleone. and
forvard vositions were strongly held."59

The Cermans had not only succeeded in rushing up
reinforcerents in wholly unexpected strengths, but had also
built up a strong system of defenses’barring the approaches
to Cisterna and Campoleoné. Every house and village was
concerted into a strong point and these were connected by
vell-camouflaged machine gun nests and rifle pits. Tanks
and roving self-propelled guns and massed artillery and

nebtelverfer fire surported these positions. '"Sniping and

hed to mop un bypasced pockets of Germans who fired on thenm

from the rear. n60
While the Allied offenslve of 0 January-1 February

‘made only one important Denetratlon. the German Fourteenth

forced to comm 1t the bulk of ite combat forces to

(0]

Lrry va
tem the VI Corps acvance. In fact. Allied armor came very
clcse to effecting a breakthrough at Campoleone Station on
2] Jegnuary. "For these first nine days. Fourteenth Army had
to rostrzcne a large-scale counterattack to wipe out the £llied

beachhead, and to limit its immediate mission to defense--

rreventing the Allied troops from expanding their beachhead

-

&2

\ N\"\‘ ‘~ e

SR WA AR
- q.'.w'\ J‘! f- “_“ '!:*:-1':-1‘_ R : ! a!c Pl 1 f

s
\"x



T T T T T W W PN OW TN U W T T rTDY i MR S AR A s oL ]

znd in llctﬂng on them zs heavy loses as nos ible."61
;/ "Ca 1 Februsry Fourteenth Arny for the first time expressed
1ubt that it had sufficient strength to eliminate the

tnzioc beachhead. The German losses in the fighting of 20~
21 Jznuesry vere heavy. Nevertheless. Fourteenth Army ves
ordered to hold assault troops in readiness to launch a

) counteroffensive at the first opportune moment.”62 The !

. Germaﬁs themselves counterattacked strongly west of Cisterna
at davm on 1 Febfﬁary with the 71st Infantry Division and the
Eermann Goering Panzer Division. But German attempts on 1-
2 February to recover their former forward positions in i

front of their main line of resistance were repulsed. On

2 February the Germans were also forced to draw back their

frm oy eme e

rzin line of resistance in the 71st Division sector north’

n0: this division had suffered nezvy loses znd hzd

vy
(@]
[\
L5 1
[\Y]
 }

Zc shorien its front in orcer to strengthen its position. 1
is soon as VI Corps halted its offensive after three

dsys of heavy fighting. Fourteenth Army renewed preparations

for a major ccunterattack. The weight znd accuracy of Allied
artillery fire delayed this attadk. "The Germans attributed

the tariizl failure of the counterattack lzunched by the

Zermznn Coering Panzer Divisicn on 1-2 Fedruary to the

D
’

Ul : s . : : o
N cemorelizing effect of 4Lllied artillery fire. On 2 Fehruary,
; tre zrtillery communications net of combat Group Graeser vas

\3

tcizlly destroyed; the loss of fire direction cherts forced
z cL=hour rostponement of the counterattack on the bulge north

of the Factory."63 On 2 February also, Army Group C ordered
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the transfer of troops to meet the threatened invasion at
Civitavecchia. and announced its intention of transferring
scne troops from Fourteenth Army'to bolster the Cassino
iront. Such'factors vere to limit the Germen Counterattack

f 3 Februzry to a rreliminary drive ageainst the bulge rorth

o]

of the Factory., and require a postponement of the major

German counteroffensive to 16 February.
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SRD INFANTRY DIVISICN

OFERATIONS
T i AT
g aNZ10
N oee

LN
QP 22 JANUARY 1944
2 gl The Third Infantry Divicion missicn wae to tenmd,

? | destroy enemy beach defenses, and capture zan initizl

jﬁ bezchhead line extending generally to the line of the
N, Muesolini Canal and its northwest branch. The division’'s

! l=zftt beoundary was the highway between ANIIO arnd  ALBANO. (1)

') v The division and 1its attached units landed on schedule =zt
¥ 0200 howrs in the beach area designated X-RAY. X-RAY was
i subdivided into four assault beaches: YELLOW BEACH just

o east of the town.of ANZIO was assigned to the 6615th Rarnger
;fQ Force (Provisional), RED BREACH (FP20165 -~ F93I0156) Was
e subdivided into RED EEACH 2 on the left (west) which was
o assigned to the 7th Infantry Regiment and RED BEACH 1 on the
;nj right assigned to the 3I0th Infantry Regiment, and GREEN
;?& BEACH (F930156 - F936152) on the divieion’s right flank
.‘i ' across which the 15th Infantry Regiment would land. The
ﬁf three reqiments landed simultaneously with one beach assault

® : battalion per regiment (1-7 Inf, 2-30 Inf and 3-15 Inf) on

NS __ each beach. (2)
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On RED BEACH 2, 1-7 Inmfantry cleared the undsfended
beach obstacles and had begun moving toward CBJECTIVE E
(FE721) by 0323 hours. The battalion captured 0 very
surpricsed Germans from the engineer companies of thsz 2Z%th
Fanzer Grenadier Division on Objective E. (3) Z2=7 Inf land=d
st 0240 hours and moved to OBJECTIVE E~1 (FS10205) from
whiich it e€ent patrols to the rorth and northeast. One
.gtreng reconnaissance patrol reached OBJECTIVE D alcng the
ANZIO - ALEBANO road. 3-7 Inf was the last battaliom to land
and had occupied OBJECTIVE E-2 (FPZ2Z0) by 1200 hours.’ In
the sfternoon the regiment was ordered to occupy areas A
and D (an area 4000 vyards east and <ccutheast of the road
Junction at F962268) with strong combat patrols and move the
whole regiment in at night if the area was found
tenable”. (4) 1-7 Inf established contact with the Rangers at
F8718 who had landed at YELLOW BEACH at 1620 hours. At 1800
hours the 3-7 Inf began its move from E-2 to A closing in
the area southwest of CASALE . TORRE DI FADIGLIGNE by 231S.
At 1830 hours 2-7 Inf began its move from E-1 to D. The -7
Inf was placed 1in regimental reserve at 2000 hours. On this
day the 7th Infantry had sustained the bulk of the 3ID
casualties which were 10 KIA (8 to m1nes 1 drownan and 1
qunshot wound) and 29 MIA S

-

DISPOSITION OF
7™ INFANTRY TROOPS f,

S OF 100, B4 22 1828

se MDD HO. 29

O RED EEACH 1, 2-390 Inf reached the NETTUND -
ACCIARELLA road, 2000 yards behind the beach. by 0320 houre.
Mo mechinegun, mines or artillery +Ffire . were erncountered in
their move to OBJECTIVE L (area southwest of the ASTURE
STREAM from FQIO021S to F967173). Feconnaissance patrole
were sent north to ORJECTIVE B and by 1200 hours the
crossrocad and bridge over the <stream at LE FERRIERE
(F?62241) had been <seized. At noon the battalions were
located as follows; 2-30 Inf at F?421, 1-30 Inf at FP423 and
3-320 Inf at F935215.(6) During the afterncon and evening the
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'O _ .
Ao reqgiment moved to the area CAMFO MORTO - LE FERRIERE -
@ BOTTACCI (F9427 - SF624 -—-9329). The regimental history of
Ar the Z0th Infantry states that A/1-30 repulsed an attack bBv S
'¥ﬁ tanks nesr LE FERRIERE; (7) however, the 3ZIID G3 journal
"E? records no fighting by 1-20 Inf until Q700 heuwrs 23 Jan. (8)
p Tn GREEN EEACH, 3-13 Inf met mo resistance -and occupied
ke a peositicn st FR70145 to protect the divisicn'’e rigcht flanti.
K st and 2d battalions landed and initially occupied FZIS180
-~ =zrmd FT47145 but they were moved to the rorthwest wvie.
d CzlECTIVE M (F9322) in the afterncen to protect the
: divicion’s left flank. I-15 Inf was icscsued instructione to
' . move to FF96220.
‘|
:g The 3Id Reconnaicssance Troop and the 3d Frovisionzl
;t ) FReconnaissance Troop (-), elements of which landsed with the
%ﬁ assault battalions, occupied and destroyed ‘the fcllowing
R bridges over the MUSSOLINI CANAL: Bridge #1 (F013143), #2
. (FO0OB184) , #3I (FO26218) 4 (FOR721%9), and #5 (FOI0235).
") Bridges # 6 and 7 were captured but not destroved. The Id
- Frovieional Recon Troop destroyed 3 AA postions, 3 armored
- cars, killed S and captured 6 while taking Bridge #1. (%)
': By 1700 hours the commander of the I Parachute Corps
o and his headquarters staff had arrived in the beachhead area
¢f : to coordinate the defensive operation. Advance <clements of
i{_ tte Hermann Goering Fanzer Divieion and the ZId Panzer
o Divieicn began arriving in the evening. = (10)
i -
R 23 JANUARY 1944
. This day was devoted to the consolidation of tke
- beachhead line &along the MUSSOLINI CANAL and its northwest
:) brranch. Of note is the fact that no of%ensiye orrderes were
-l igssued by either VI Corps or 31D other than compliance with
,ﬁ the 1initial landing plan which called for clearing the aresa
w—-=-- -- south—of—tHe——canal—~ and: pgtrollings—- Agaressive—-local-———
:R counterattackes by the few units of the Hermarn Goering and
@: Z2th Fanzer Grenadier Diviceions were sufficient to swing the
® tectigal initiative to the Germanc.
S} . By nocn on 23 January the 7th Infantry had advanced to }
'E the road between C&MFO DI CARNE and FRDIGLIOKE (FES8Z6E -
ol FE74268). Reconnaissance patrcls were across EBridaoe #14
b cver the rmorthwest branctt of the canal. At 1250 the Rancsr
d Fcrce, which was rnow attached to the IID,relieved the let
< zrnd 2d ©Ezttalione from their positions alona the ANZIIQ -
Iz ALEANO road. let and 2d Battalions moved to an &assemblv
o area vicinity: F?3I22(11) and became the division recerve. (12}
" At 1400 a patrol ~from 3I-7 Inf had a brief skirmish with a
: tenk and 15 infantrymen at FB8&3310.
“7C
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‘. Just prior to dawn 3 companies from the 7ist Fz
- Grenadier Reqt, 292th Fz Grenadier Div moved down the road
,k from CaMrF0O MORTO to LE FERRIERE and destroved the bridge in
?i' the town &= the troops from the J0th Inf were airrivinag. (13)
o gt 0300 howre 1-30 Inf had their first csubstantial antﬂlt
N =t F%91Z82. Tanks and infamtry from the Hermarnn Gosrino
- Divhision Fad been able e
o crcese  over the canal at Eridgees %8 amd 7. At OFZ0
- Fowres artillery fired on this force which had moved to
- FFEZT3. A <sscond concetration was  fired at 1012 cor
- FS4:282.(14) At 1600 an additional enemy force of 3 tanks. a
~ halftrack and troops advanced down the CISTERNA CONCA  road,.
p* crossed Bridge #8 and overran the outpost aquarding the
‘o bridge. Three American tankd. two tank—-destrovers and
‘j E/2-Z0 retoock——the ~bridage 2015 —"During -this period a —-— —1
ﬁ Cerman patrol also <slezed Er1dqe #7. During the evening the
a) Z0th Inf <chifted west as its sector was now betwesn
FRDIGLIONE (eacst of Bridge #13) and CONCA (west of Eridce

£8).

¥ During the morming the 15th  Infartrv  was ordered to
- recornnoiter wvicinity F?922. This mission was charnged in the
" : gérly atternoon to relief of the I0th Imf unitse east of the
? CONCA CISTERMA Foxd (Bridge #8).(135) -1 Inf, with tnree
T ~latcone from A/7351st Tank EBEn. attachked FEKEridogse #& arnd 7
j: while 2-15 assaulted Bridge #5 after dark. EBridge #7 waAs
o nct secured until 03800 24 Jan. 2-15 relieved 2-30 on Bridae
o, #8 about 200 hours. Bridge #6 was alco captured at night
® by 2-15 Inf.
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2 ) The S04th Farachute Reqiment wag attached to the ITID
c¢( and assigned the micsion of relieving the Zrd Rececn Treop
‘:{ alcng the MUSSOLINI CANAL from Eridge #1 north to Bridoe #5.
i} £t 18040 hours I1/304th attacked to drive an enemy force bachk
ﬁ scrocses  Bridge #2  (GO4153) . At 24900 hours the S04th
P relieved 2-13 Inf and continued the sttack on EBricge #5.(1&)
" C+ rcte 1is the fact that within an 18 how gpericd thrce
~ different IID units were given the mission of rstaking
o Eridge #5 (1-30, 2-15 and 3S04th).
‘f; The two recon troops were withdrawn and ordered to
! . ~egroup on 24 January (17) after - the capture cof their CO,
k Maj Crandall, on the night of 23-24 January at ECridge 45
- when a battalion from the Hermann Goering Fz Division
. attacked from SESSAND. (18).
ﬁ‘) .
v ]
ah 24 JANUARY 1944
Qﬁ Cn 24 Jan the 3ID consisted of five major combat unitss
;i - 7th, 13th, and 30th Infantry Regiments, the S04th Farachute
Py Fegiment and the Ranger Forc=. Its front line extended from
= the ANZIO - ALEANO Foad to the Northwest Extencsion of the

W ' MUSSOLIMNI  CAMNAL and then south along the Canal to the sea.
1019 hours the last bridge site had been recaptured and
D bsgan to orient operations toward the town of CISTERMA
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The 3I-7th Inf west of FADIGLICNE <spent an uneventful
with little contact other than one firefight with a
mEN patrol at 1310, Elements of 3-7 In¥d and the Raragers
ntalned contact with the ZBriticeh 1st Division which wzs
srancing on the lett. .

0
n
l‘<

P30 Al ik ¥
fu
CL ,u il

~ : The I0th Infantry completed its moves west during th
morring  and  prepared ta e=&nd 1nfantrV/tﬂnl commany tee-s
ecross both Bridge =#12 (FF50278) arnd Hridge #1323 (FF4127%) in
A the afternocn. These unite were to advance as= far as they
¥ could go. (20) The two company/teams jumped off at 15190 with
N ’ F/2-20(+) crossing Bridge #12 attackig NE tcward the CLE
! . FRATOME RJ at FP80297 and L/I-30(+) crossing Brige #1Z  and
‘4 attacking north to sieze the DELLA CROCETTA RJ at F9S0Z%S.
4 The purpose of this operation was to csieze control of the
i road running from CARANO - CROCETTA - FONTE ROTTO - CISTERNA
s: as this was the SW approach into CISTERNA. Company F
M croscsed Bridge #12 but was scon held up next to a emall
bridge about 300 meters up ‘the road. L Company was zble to
advance to within a few hundred vards of the CROCETTA RJ
where it was pinned down until the next morning. (21)

i

y In the 15th Inf sector F/2-15 Inf captured Bridge #7 at
: 0800 hours. 2-15 infantry/tank/tank destrover teams were
(» ordered to cross Bridges #8 (F9912532) and #& (G013240) and
y co as far as they could go, to sieze and hold around on the
N afterncon of 24 Jan. (22) The wurnite did not attack until

L the morning of 25 Jan (23) failing to supoort the attack of
) the I0th Inf. '

. _ ]y the division’'s right +lank the 031tk Farz Reot
. retcck  Sridge S &t Q800 with tark support from I/C/73S1:=t
b then cleared Bridage #2 at 1010, The regiment was ordered to
- cross the MUSSOLINI CANAL vicinity Bridges #4 a&and S and
p2 eeize the RJ at BORGO  FIAVE -~ (GDO120G4) on 25 Jamn. This
= attack, supported by 1/A/751st. and C/84th Chem., was to be
(ﬁ the divicion’'s divercsionary attaCP .

-

3 All was not gqoing well +or the 3J1ID Headguakters durina
3 this pericd. In addition to the mounting German resistance
e Cezrerzal Truscott was wounded in the 1leq durimng &n &ivr raid.
-, Although not cerious, it compournded & case of larwvroitis and
H’ reguired a cast. (23)

2 On . the other cide, the Germans had-concluded that the
£ danger of an Allied breakthrough had been removed assessinQ
, Z4 January as "unevenrntful”. (Z6) On this day &romy Group C Heoes
’ crdered IV Army to talkte over command of the beachhead ard
attact. .

’ . * .
r . 25 JANUARY 1944
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o Fellowing the unsuccessful company-size attacks on 24
fﬁf Januvary, Gensral Truscott ordered battalion-cize &zcaults
%ﬁ‘ for the next day. The main attack was to be tocward CISTERNA
P~ at 0500 hours with two battalioms abreast. A kRattzlion «zs
afj tg adwvancs on each side of the CONCA - CISTERMA Resd (1-=-20
Alis Irf cn the left and 2-15 Inf on the right). This attzck wes
s, coordinated at diwvision level through the renective
-;- regimsntal headquarters arnd did not have a single force
) commander, The 3S04th FParachute Regims=nt wae to cornduct a
:iﬂ diverzionary attack tcward BEORGO FIAVE.

oRf .

» - 1-30 Inf missed its Line of -Depature (LD) time by cre
L8 arnd a half hours due to transpcrtation difficulties and dgid
e rot jump off until 0&630.(27) 1t crossed Bridge #12 &nd
Q@. : pacssed’ through F/2-30 advancing to within 2Z00m (F9782%1) of
'y the CLE FRATONE road junction at F980297, its objective, by
;o 1000, The battalion was stopped by 2 Co/fFz Regt/Hermann
. Goering Divicsion which was entrenched around the rcad
e Junction. The Germans launched a counterattack with
- sporoximately two companies at 1500 hours that struck in the
Ej ‘ vicinity of Bridge #11. This attack was repulcsed. (28) The
Aji 1-30 advanced no further on the 25th.

Althcough "advancing toward CISTERNA on the left of the

S d @
a_ R
[N

: conNcA - CISTERNA Road™, the 1-30  Imnfarntry was eactuallv
St .movimg northeast on the CAMFOMORTO - CISTERNA FRead. This
‘g roed was ssparated from the CONCA _ CISTERMA  FRoad by 2-3.000
" ~eherrs and the FEMINAMORTA CREEE. The advancing bazattalichs
‘ ~Ers mot muivally sucoorting.

-
a0 Z-1S Inf crosssd the LD on schedule at  0SGO and
:ﬂ agwvanced rorth on the right side of the CONCA - CISTERNA
e Fozd reaching the 265 grid line by ©81S against 1light
e resistance. By 1120 the battalion had reached F959273 buti
s recictance increased. (29) At 1300 the leadifhg company wes
Lo pinned down by several wgll dug in machimnequns. C/7351st
;{}"' T N Tank B ToEt three tanksTinmT tWIgT engagementt T The reocimental
a8 commander now diverted 1-15 Inf +from a plannéd attack that
»ﬁ% wze to have taken the battalion into CISTERNA From the
® zzutheast &long the BCRGO FIAVE — CISTERMA FRoad. In the new
Qn% miggion., 1-15 was to cross to the west of the CONCA -
O CIZTERMA Reocad and attack on the left of 2Z2-19 Inf on the
::ﬁ Zeth. (2O

3

-
]
=

To the weet of 1-20 Infantry, L/3-30 and ite attached

!1 tarmb destroyers were 3till trying to dislcdge 3 Co/Fz
;¢z Fezt/HG Divisicn from the DELLA CROCETTA RJ (F9S502%395) . At
s 1420 ¥ Co0.3-7 Inf was ordered to reinforce this attack bv
(2 cccupying a positicn on, the road vicinity FONT NA NECCIA
fﬁ; F3431 and then attacking scutheast toward .the DELLA CROCETTA
“ F3. By 1630 K/3-7 had reached F9431 and was digqing in. A
1‘ o
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s cent to reinforce L/3-303; hcwever, neither unit
o drive the Germans off on the 25th. (31)
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Twa companies from 1st Rattalion, S04th Farachute
nt, with two platcons of enginesers, attacked &t OGIZ00
Er ldl..E #5 toward BORGO FI&VE. ThE“/ azdvanced as far

secord bridge located at GO42247. The remaining

ments of the reqiment attacked acrcee the MUSSOLINI CREG
noon. I-504th croscsed Eridges #1 and 2 while 2-504th
ecsed &t Bridges #3,4 and S. 2-9504 reached EBORGO FIAVE =t

S where it dug in to await the inevitable German

unterattack. (32)
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On the diviesions far left flank. the FRangers had
continued to move gradually northward maintaining contact
with the British ist Division. By 25 Jan they were deployed
from F882T09 to FF13290. (33) On their right 3-7 was deploysd
alcng the line F913290 to F?33280. (34) '

I
¥
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S 26 JANUABRY 1944

.By the afternoon of 25 January it was obvious to
o General Truscott that the forces employed . were insufficient
2 to qget to CISTERNA. He therefore reorganized and attacked
0 with two regiments each with two battalions abreast cn the
i Z6th. (35)

B . EZ=7 Infantry and the Rangsr Force advanced t
Fo2EIA - RJI FTF0O2ZII8 - RI FRIT7I26. ist and Zd

Irfarntry, the 21D recserve, moved to a new acss
COMCA (vic F?719) early in the morning of 26 Jan.
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_ The road junction at CROCETTA (FT950293) was siezad at
T 0200 by the combined assault of K/3-7 from the northwest and
L/3-30 from the south. A/1-30  with &a platoon of tanks and
two +tank destroyers moved up from Bridge #11 and relieved

‘-—‘t‘ ) Ve R
L ety et

?; T TTL/3=F0T during the evening. © The remainder 1-30 TInf T
e csucceeded in capturing,the RJ at CLE FRATONE F°80297 in the

p1s morring when the Germen defenders withdrew. The three dav

’ battle had cost the Z0th Infantry Regiment 25 KIA., 45 WIR

o amd & Miesing. (26) ]

Along the west (left) side of the CONCA - CISTERNA
FRoad, 1-15 Inf attacked at 1400 to sieze the RJI at GOZZR&
jiust nrorth of Bridge #8. Ey evening A/1-15 had reached the
rced at GOO1254, At 2345 hours 1-15 Inf patrolse made
contac with 1-30 at F9?0280.(37) Z-15 continued to puceh

Lo

N
v

34

- l",

A north on the right side of the CONCR - CISTERNA rroad without
3 much success.

o e .

.( In the east the $S04th continued agarecssive patroling
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and OF activity east of the MUSSOLINI CAMAL.

zhculd be noted that during this pericd &1l recerve
n each regiment and in the division were beirng ussd
nare defernsive positions on the south side cof tha
I CANAL which had been designated as the Y1 Coros
achhe2ad Line. N

Cn the Zé6th a meeting was held between Field Marehzll
Fesselring, CIC Army Group €, and General Mackensen.,
Cocmmander of XIV Army, to finalize a planned German
counterattack on 28 January to wipe out the beachkhead. The
operation was postporied until 1 February +to allow for ths
arrival of some additional unites. Al though the main attack
was tb be down the ALEBANDO ANZIO Road, & stromg supporting
attack was planned in the 3JID sector. The <schwerpunkt unit
for this assault was designated as Combat Group Konrad. 1t
was to consist of elements from the Hermann Goering Fz Div
and the 114th Infantry Division. Its mission was to attack
south from the area west of CISTERNA to the ASTURA CREEK vic
ECRGO MONTELLO (also called CONCA)Y. (38)

27 JANUARY 1944

Gernerxl Truscott was convinced that he could. tazalke
CISTERNA 1f ke could employ the whole division. Thig plan
w2z pressnted to General Lucas, the Corps Command
Jzroary but cicsapproved =25 0 the units rnesded by =1
czonititsd teo thes Eritish attack on  CAMPOLECQNE, (2F) Dt
~7%h & VI Corps plan was iszued for a multidivional attack
om 2T January. The main sffort was to b the Britieh i{=t
Division attack on CAMFOLEOME, The ZID with the Rarngers and
S04th attached were to make the secondary attacti:. Their

mission was to capture CISTERNA, cut Huy #7 (the Appian Hay)
and to continue the advance toward VELLETRI. (49) Operations
between 27 and 30 January were directed at positioning units

Ffor— the —sttacktthe——operationyras slipped-by-one-day)+- -The-— -~ -—

ZID'e western boundary was moved eacst to the 'CARANOD STREAM
to - z2llow General Truecott to shift and concentrate forces.
Iin the gazt the 175th Infantry Fegimert assumsd

reibility on the MUZSOLINI CANAL <frem Eridaoe #1 throuoh

Lhile Hge 7th Inf (wvic S.ANTONIO)Y . 1-7 Trnf (vic RJIHE7
FT&3195 and 2=-7 In¥ Ctvie EBORGO MONTELLO) remained in

zezembly areas preparing for the American attack on the
Thth, 2-7 Inf waee =till in the 1lipne. At OI00 I-7 Inf was
crdered to advance at 0S30 from its positions vic FS3I7314

ard cieze SFRACCASSI and the road going to the southeast from
EFACCASSI RJ FR17326 to CARANO RJ FR023I38. By 1030 it had

cecured the cbjective destroying two guns, killing S and
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capturing 2 Gesrmanes in the process. (42) Duwring the nicht 2-7
pushed patrols 800 vyards north up the recad frcm the RJ at
F?*STZS and up the FOSSO (stream) DE CARANDO &= far as the

ailread to the west of CISTERMNA. (4D) Unkngwn to +the
frericans at this time was the fact that the railrcad had
been decignated as the CGermam Main Line of Resiszstsnce (MLR)

snd it was not just & delaying poesition on  the approaches to

VELLETRI. The units that the BGermans had pushed scuth  of
CISTERMA had effectively bought enough time for 1 Farachute
Corps to strengthen it defense=s and hold CISTERNA. (44)

The 153th Infantry engaged in the only major operaticn
cn 27 Jan. Its mission was to attack in the afternocn and
csieze the line GOOZZBO - GO42270. The forward units startsd
from positions just a few hundred vards north of the
MUSSOLINI CANAL between Bridges #6-8. 3-15 Inf attacked to
the northwest at 1300 and cut the CONCA - CISTERNA Road
about the 28 grid line. By 1600 3-135 was at GOQOIZS9 and in
the evening it relieved 2-15 at F9%8272 eventually deploying
throughout the area F9926 G0027. 2-15 withdrew to guard
Bridges #3-8. 1-13 Inf attacked to the northeast at 1500
eventually establishing roadblocks at the following
locations: G020267 (A Co), BO20260 (B Co) and GOZ6246 (C

"Cal. (45)

1-30 Inf conducted a fire demonstration to the east at
1400 in support of the 13th Infantry attack. (38) 1-20 was
relieved by 3-30 &long the CARAND - CISTERMA Road. 230 was
tolid rot to practice light &and sound discipline durimg the
retices cperaticon to give +the imspressicon that it NES
reinforcing rather that " relieving 1-30 Inf. 3Z-70 cccupisd
the aresa from CROCETTA RJ F350255 to RJI FFB0OI97 while 1-3I0
moved back to positicne around Bridge #12 with its battalion
CF in CAMFO MORTO.

. By 0900 on the 27th, the Rangers had moved to a line RJ
F892334 - RJ F902338 against light resistance. (48) The S04th

T —"Tcoritinted to dig in &long the MUSSOLINMI CANALZI - - T =

.

28 JANUARY 1944

ZID 1i1ssued ite order {for the attack on 0 Jan. The
2gth and 29th were spent moving units and reorganizing for
the attack. .

There was little activity inm the area of the Rarger
Force.

3-7 Inf was relieved by the S09th FParachute Battalion
(from the 6615th’ Ranger Force) and began moving to an
essembly area vic F925275 north of Rridges#ll and 12 and
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sauth of the CARANG - CISTERNA Road.

The Z0th Infantry conducted the only attack in the 71D

sector cn this day. 1/3-30 attacked at rnoon to sieze =sgine
houses  at  FTE3280 west of ISCLA RELLA (FEMIMNAMORTAY. The
Germans lccated there were forming & cs2lient between -3I0
and th= 15th Inf. The attachk was fierce but  succezsfll,
killirmg 46 Germans, wounding 23S and capturing 10.(S0)

WUTUWEARFTCG WY W <N rmy "l‘ﬁ'w
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. 77 COUNTERATTACKS 75 //yj,';s-
e 292100 JAH/ xy
) \\///// A .
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SRR ‘
, ;—ﬁmfa};n;;exﬂpm -
. : 5
C3JLLTIVE CAPTURED AKD ORGAKIZED
FORALLAROUKD DEFENSE, 231330 1A
I RELEQVE POSTION
CLEARIMNG FC550
v CO WELTS FIRST
. CEPOSITION HERE & ,
] N S eremy counTER: _\
T " ATTACK §ROM 1STH
" IKFAXD RAMCERS SECTORS
€vEZEs RAUTE n. i
‘\ TOUKEOF
. SIFATURE
RS FLAMINSHE L

The 15th Infantry was located as follows: 1st
GO126-0325, 2d Bn - vic Goo4234 and Td Bn - F9925-GO0O27.
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9 29 JANUARY 1944

Uil

} "Flarns for cur attack on ° CISTERMA vwere. carefully
e worked out and discussed .at & meeting of &11 umit
f commanders the &afternocon of z29 January. The 7th
3' Infantry was assigned chjectives astride Highway 7
Y rortheast of tocwny  13th  Infantry was asceigned similar
:1 cbjectives <couthesst of the town an the bhighway. The
B Fangesr Force was to capture .and clean out the toen
:h iteelf by infiltration of two battalions one hour
0 before H-hour. The 7th  and 13th Infantry FRegimente
' were  to start one battalion each moving by
;H infiltration at H-hour . fcllowing up with armor and
L. mare infantry prior to davylight, at an hour cselected
ﬁ? ) ' by each regimental commander. H-hour was 0200. The
N 30th Infantry was to hold the 1line between the 7th and
' 13th Reqiments, act * as Division reserve, and assist
" the other regiments by fire. -

e : |
Lot Corps order directed the attack . and capture of the
I town, cutting of the highway, and preparation for
%: ' resumption of the attack toward VELLETRI." (51)

L : : .

2N 3-7 Infantry completed its move to rejoin its regiment
.;#- =zt 0530, The regiment then spent the day preparinag for the
'@i next day’'s ascsault. The regimental CF = moved to FRS8283 in
-¢; the svening.

0 E/2-70 Infd conducted a limited cbisctive attack cn e

o, sfterncon of 22 Jan occupying an area northeast of CARAND
ﬁ\ g FF6Z22 at 1200, This operation was launched to screen
i: the ascsembly areas of the 7th Inf.(S2) L Company was
55 remained in position at FT83280 Jjust west of [SOLA EBELLA
\ 1/3-350 successfully repulsed a counterattack at 2100
s, hours. (53} :

Y

ég“___" TTTTTTYRE Rangers T weré " relieved By Tthe EBFTEISK. CThe iIst, T 3dT T T
)R and 4th Ranger Bns moved, to an assembly area vic F97819S on
~ the morning of 29 January. The Heavy beapons Compzanyvy of the
o 179th Inf which had been attached was relieved. (33)

The relief of the S04th Farachute Regiment bv the 17%9th
X Fegt alcng the MUSSO0OLINI CANAL was completed in the morning.
EX : -S04t was attached to the 1st EBritieh ' Divieion and left
4 "+*  tHe 31D sector.(56)
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{ The 3IID G2 ecstimate of 29 January was optimistic and

;:?”“"_—'——_tofafly vrcng about the GErman 1nfenf10ns'and'capab111t1e5T

-_‘\

‘:' The enemy &at present dispeses Hermann Goeringq Division
o cn our right flank and front, and scattering of units
ﬁj fr-ocm various larger formationes, probably now undcer -
,2; command of Third Fanzer Brenadiercs Division, on our
- l=f% frent. The enemy’'s attitude on our front ie
}:, . entirely defensive. He has maintained & rather locse
v erd pcorly corganized line of outposts well to the east
g of the CANALE MUSSOLINI, south and southwest of
15e CISTERIA DI LITTORIA, and csouth of the railrcad
;ﬁ embankment which runs northwest from CISTERNA, His
}f patrolling has not been aggressive,as it has seldom
> penetrated to ., the point _ of seriously harassing our
°® cutpocsts; rather, our patrols . have normzally contacted
R =
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o Cerman sscurity patrols near or within hies own cutpost
9" line. His outpocst line of resistance, or defensive
’Jf . line backing up his ocutposts, is believed to lie along
}E the railway track itself, and may well be tied in with
‘%: . light terrain eminences which begin to agpear tc tte
o T rnortheast and north of CISTERNA. Hie main line cf
: resicstance will undoubtedly be found on @ true high
A ground to the east and west of WVELLETRI. Since we ncw
32 effectively interdict Highway 7 with artillery fire,
f the Germans would hardly iterpocse a main limne cf
t recistance on lecss favorable around thie =side cf
L ' VELLETRI, especially in view of the fact that he must
m use all available time to complete and man - a csystem of
;‘_ defensive works if he is to keep us off the COLLI

LAZIALI and Highway 6.

’A. -

The enemy’s position regarding recerves is difficult

- to. assess. His use of the 3I56th Fucileer (Ren)
'; Battalion, 120th Reconnaissance Battalion and 26th
\%', Reconnaissance Rattalion in the immediate battle zore
a' indicates that <come or all of the I36th Division (L of
S 0, 26th and 29th Panzer Grenadier Divisions may be
e , earmarked for the  ANZIO -~ NETTUNO beachhead. To date,
éjfv however, the ~ enemy has fed units into the line
- piecemexal as they have arrived, and there ie no
'x: definite 1indication that he will depart from thie
"N vrractice by throwing one ar more diwvisiocns entire
" sdainst cur positicone in an orgenized cocunter-zttack.
o Even if he were to do '=o, it ig likely that He
e giwvieicns proximity to the 1lime would be discovered by
f; air reconnaissance, priconer of war or civilian

reports before the counter—-attack itself could be
delivered. ) R

=0

R

}\ - _ T s oo e — = ——

i: TJo <sum up,it does -ngt now <ceem probable that the enemy
o will soon deliver a major counter—-attack imvolving
@ urite of diviceion size; on the cther hand, the enemv
ﬂiw will probably recort to delaying action coupled with
fj emall~ccale counter—-attacks in &n effort to agrind ues

to & <standstill, as on the CASSIMO LINE. If he fails
te do. this on the COLLI UAZALI,- he will probablv
gvacuate the CASSIND . position, fight a rear—guard
action across the TIBER and start &ll over again on a
corisclidated line across the penninsula.”

-
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" The Germans in reality were forming up for a majar
counterattack scheduled for 1 February. Combat Group Konrad
was ascsembling in the, objective area of the 7th Infantry
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t and the Hermann Gecering Fz Divi
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.. Re
Y lcng the railroad south of CISTERNA.
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The ZGth

TID front.
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ATTACK AGAINST

cicn(+) was

well

dug

in

was a day of intense combat across the entire

L% The coerztion began at 0100 with the 1st Rancsr En
}I crosczing the MUSSOLIMI® CANAL and the entering the FANTAND
',':tf DITCH (FQSS0 DEL BOTTAGONE) which ran north to CISTERNA.
% The 3d Ranger Bn followed the 1st BEBn at a 15 minute
.‘_-.t interval. At 0235, ist Rangers came under machinegun fire
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i vic GBO0IZ? but contirued on.(3S8) At 0248 the fouwr radio
® aperators for the Zd Bn ware reported lost. (59) lLater lst En
i? €plit in half when the rear three ccocmpanies loest contact
- with the lead three companies The Zd Bn came under Germean
23 tank fire which killed Maior Al ‘ah, the battalicn commander.,
:ﬂ . tut they - continued on to IﬁC“tﬂbliEh contact with the 1=t
Ahd ; Bn. By 0543, first light, the Rarngers were at a road about
. 1000m below CISTERNA. Ry this time the 7th, 15th and S04%h
$ attacks had kicked off ard the Germamse may have been cn
o alert. The lead three Ranger companies attempted to sprint
bel to CISTERNA across the open field before the sun rocse. They
ﬂﬁ ' passed through a German bivouac area baycneting and knifing
\ v a number of sleeping Germans and then contirused on. When
EC the Rangers were about 3J00m cshort of the town the Germans
‘yr opened up with small arms, machineguns, <flak wagorns and
I tanks trapping the lead companies in the o©pen. The
i} remaining three companies and the 3Id En destroyed twe tanks
L on the road at the mouth of the FANTANG DITCH and pushed
. forward to 1linkup with the léad companies. They also became
0 trapped in the open, flat fields. By noon 767 of the 773
ﬁ@ men making the attack were either killed or captured.
LQ ' 42 men out of a 43 man platoon from the 3Id Recon Trcop
'b' ‘were also wiped out with the Ranger Force. This platoon had
- apparently penetrated NW of CISTERNA and then followed a
Yf_ " rcad toward the town. They were trapped and destroved at a
}< German rcadblock. (50) '
»# . The 4th FRamgsr BEn jumped cff at Q200 and headsd up the
CCidElr  CTISTERNMA Rozd. By 07340 it was pinned down by German
™ machine guns entrenched arcund <the FRJI  at  GOO7Z93 (ZGC0m
b EDJth of ISOLA EBELLA). Tarks and tank destroyers wsre sent
b~ forward but two wesre quickly knocked ocut by mines when they
-}: attempted to manuever off of the road to flank the German
: position. The 4th Bn was not able to advance further on Z0
January. (61)
L, “‘j
j}— - ————-—-15th--Infantry-attacked- to-the right-of-the- Rangers—uwith--
e the mission of clearing the CISTERNA - BORGO FIAVE Road and
o Highway #7 betwsen GOIB274 and GOISZB6. 1-1S5 Inf (+) crosced
“ the LD N of Bridge %6 at 0200 and advanced to within 15CG0Om
= of the ERORGO FIAVE Road by 0540. B/1-15 wae heavilwv engaged )
S at GOIO2868. Bv ' 1110 A/1-15 was at GO3I1277. B/1-1S =&t
;:ﬁ GOZ1271 and C/1-15 was following A Co. R/75%e tanks
‘}: krnocked out a Mark IV at this time:. By 1310 R/1-15 hed
o oushed to BO37274 and this was the limit of advance of the
‘. ist Bn this day. The attack had shattered two companies
&: from the Hermann Goering Fz Divicion.
sy o
35 2-15 was to advance on the regimental objective by

X

moving up the right side of the CONCA - CISTERNA Road and
then swing to the right between ISOLA EELLA and 1-15, This
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o mission was changed in the mormirg to support of the 4th
2 Fanger Bn's breakthrough at ISOLA ERBELLA. 3Z-15 was ordered
‘3(' to move to GO13E93 then attack to the 1left and sieze the RJ
. at GOOB2Z92 just east of I50LA BELLA. After crossing the D
- =t  G&I0 I-1S was in positicn to attack the RJI at 10320, 7Tt
:b wae uneble to completely csecure the RI urmtil the next dav
! dus to the heavy EGerman resistance. " Duwirg the IZ0th 2-15
{A was not coemmitted but was givenm an attack warning crder theat
4 evening. (&2)
LS
;k I1/3-20 1leocated in the FEMINAMORTA CREEK just weest of
LA IZ0LA EELLA was ordered to attack the village from the west.
. . It did so on the night of 30-31- Jaruary killing & &and
A4 capturing 27 in the westernmost buildings of ISOLA EELLA.
j”i The Germans who doggedly defended the village were from the
1t\ ‘ 356th Reconnaissance Bn, 356th Infantry Division. (&63)
B~ . .
v 6/2-30 was ordered to support the 7th Infantry attack
7e by siezing an cbjective between F%70315 and F98031S5. The
T company accompliched this mission in the aftermnoon againcst
o extremely heavy opposition incuring 11 wounded and 9
e " killed. (64) Because the attack was over 1500m west of 1-7
el Infantry’'s positions and the German force was o large, the
4 attack failed to relieve the prescsure on the 7th Infantry.
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FRATANO RJ F?80297) at 0200 hours and attempted to
infiltrate to its objective by moving due north up the FOSSO
DELL MOLE (FOSE0 FANE E VING). (65) The battalion was quickly
engaged by a German machinegun that took &and hour to drive
EYNEAVN By 0400 the battalion. had advanced about 1S0um
(FF77313) northwest of CLE FRATONE where it came under heavy
mortar, artillery &and machinegun fire. (66) The 1-7 Int

rzached a small rice on the 31 grid line about Q=00 (&67) and
w&s pinned down. 2-7 Inf attacked &t 1043 hours to relieve
the pressure on the ist BEn. It jumped off from FI73%03 and

attacked NE parallel to the CARANG CISTERMA Road to sier-e
HILL 83 at F992012.(468) Shortly after 1200 2-7 Infantry was
hit with a strong counterattack by a unit Ffrem the iet
Parachute Division which forced it to withdraw to the F0S30
DI S. MARIA streambed near FRATONE where it dugin and
rearganized. A second German attack at 1705 was repelled
from this location. The regimental commander committed his
3d Battalion with armor support to the attack at 1645. The
3-7 Inf was to continue the attack bequn by 2-7 and cieze
HILL 83 and the FONTE ROTTO RJ. By 1215 3-7 had fought its
way - up. to- the 2-7's positions north of CLE FRATONE and
advanced only 200m more in the next three hours. (69) The 7th
Infantry battles were to continue throughout the night
"against elements if the 3IS56th Reconnaissance Battalion.

The S0O9th FParachute Battalion located at FF45305 was
&leo committed in an attack to relieve pressure "on thae 7th

Infantry. Attzcking to the west of G/2-30, it moved to the
north just after 1200 hours. - It received heavy Ffire &t
FS323224, withdrew and dugin &along the 313 grid lirme. &t

2020 hours the S509th was attached to the Z0th Infantry. (70)

Thke 2S04th Parachute Regiment attacked at 0200 hours
moving NE from its LD Jjust north of Bridge #5. 1-504th
reached a bridge at BGO42230 by 0400 but it was blown up by
the retreating Germans. The Germans counterattacked at 1000
but 1-504 held killing 18 and capturing one. 2-504th, with

fteEttached tanks and Mal¥ —tracks, passed— through—and— - - -
reached a second bridge over the CISTERNA CREEK YG04825%) by
0733, 1t then received a change in mission. The battalicon
wae ordered to move NW up the road (RORGO FIAVE - CISTERN&)
to relieve pressure on 1-13 Inf which was pinned down on the
west cide of the road. (71) At 1545 200 Bermarne from the 7tk
Luftwaffe Jaeger Bn struck from the south wvic G042230 but
were driven off. (72) -

) The Germans had not been thrown off balance by " the
cperations of the 3ID tut rather they were continuing to

prepare for their offensive. .
"In the early_morning, enemy infantry, supported by
tanks, attacked in the area TEA. DI . M GARIEBALDI
Y5

CREAL R TR CR T s
S '\-ii-{':b‘l ALY



A

v A

[
i
q

(CARAND,,FT40313) - "CANALE MUSSOLINI. The first attack
force made several penetreations, which were repulsed
by local . counterattacks. Ernemy units which advancesd
to CISTERNMA (GO232) were destroyed. During the
morning, the enmy began a new counterattack, with a
strong - infantry force, northeast of TEA. DI M
GSRIBALDI - Is0LA BELLA (GDO6294) . Our forces
ccunterattacked, and fought heavily wuntil darkrecs. A
defsnsive front from IsOoLA EELLA to EM 31, ekm
scutheast of ISOLA BELLA, was restored.

An  enemy breakthrough from the. beachhead, had to be
ptrevented and a closed main line of resistance, in the
sector of the 3d Panzer Grenadier Divisien had to be
restored. In the sector of the Fanzer Division
Hermann Goering, the . 26th Panzer Divieion was to
counterattack the 3Id American Infantry Division, which
had penetrated south. of CISTERNA. - The 26th Panzer
Division vas concentrated in the . area north of
CISTERNA, and units of the 114th Jaeger Division,
which have arrived in the area south of VELLETRI, were
attached, as Regimental Group “Eerger" to the Panzer
Division Hermann Goering". (73)

In addition to the staunch de#ensive work of the

Hermann CGoering F2 Division the 715th Division began to
arrive near CISTERMNA on the morning of 30 January. Its
arriving elements were immediately  committed to the

battle. (74)

Field Marshall Jesselring remarted on this pericd,"The
viplenmt attacks on CISTERMNA on ZS January by the American VI
Corps and &gain on 31 January on CISTERMNA and CAMFOLECNE

proved my judgement correct - emall local enemy advances
were bought with heavy losses. VYon Mackensen was thus able,
without fear of any serious cricsis, to assemble, inctruct
and send into action the reinforcements which ncw contirnued

EFFIVIAG Until “the erd of the” monthi* (7S) "~

aeTRAEITRTITE TR RER ST TR TR TR TR AT e TR A T

&

31 JANUARY 1944

During the night General Truscott crdered &
recrgenization and scheduled intencse artillery preparations
for the morning before continuing the attack in the
afternocn. (76) “Instead ©f driving toward HWY 7 north and
south of CISTERNA they were to advance up the FONTE ROTTO
earnd I1S0LA BELLA Roads to converge on the town itself. - This
time General Truscott employed the full weight of all his

supporting weapons to beat down the German defencses which

had held up the previous day’s attack. The infantry advance

was preceded by successive artillery concentrations.
5o
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Eg : - Division and attached artillery fired 1,216 missions (630 of

> them cbserved) during 31 January. The Air Force 1laid a
“’_ smoke <screen behind CISTERMA at davylight to cornceal thre
§$ attack, and the 84th Chemical Battalion put down <=screening
white phosphorus fire. Ascssult guns, tanks, and tank
decstroyerse accaompanied the infantrvy. Although extremelvy
heavy air cooperation was planned, including an attack on

CISTERNA & H-hour by 70 B-26’s, most of the program W&ag
cancelled becaucse of low cloude."(77)

Moving from left to right across the division front the
operation continued as follows.

The S0%th Farachute EBn, now attached to the J0th 'In¢,
was relieved by elements of the 1st British Division when
the 31D boundary was shifted east to the 94 grid line. The |
S09th occupied the area vic F9532 and remained in contact
‘with some enemy units at F936§14.(78)

. The 30th Infantry, less its ist Bn, continued to
protect the left flank of the 7th Infantry. G/2-30
continued to hold vic F964323 along the FOSSO DELLA CROCETTA
(FORMAL DEL EBOVE). The 2d Bn (-6 Co) was in regimental

"reserve. 3I-30 Inf became division reserve at 2030 hours

and moved to an assembly area NE of CONCA. . 1-30 Inf was
attached to the 7th Infantry and its actione are covered
below. ’

1-7 Infantry located MW of CLE FRATGONE between the
FO3S CEL MOLE and FQOSS0 DI FEMIMAMCRTA vic F277315.
repulsed & German counterattack at 0043, st Bn attachked
ncrth  toward the railroad at 1400 hours after its supporting
tanks and tank destroyers had caught up after traversing tre
deep drainage ditches in the area. It advanced north in
continuous contact finally reaching the railroad cut at
1600, 150 Germans were captured in the process. The

Germans had destroyed the on bridge acrcss the railroad cut
T T T T Tprevedting further moveéement  to- the nor tﬁ"..‘-'Th'e‘ ‘"battalion
withdrew 400m south and <cet up a perimeter defence. It
succeeded an stopping a'German counterattack from its rear
at 1930 hours. This was the last time a ZID umit would qet
across the railroad tracke for four months. (79)

2-7 1Inf¥ moved nmorth during the night to the next RJ

north of .CLE FRATONE. It was attempting ° to mainteain contact

‘v with 1-7 Inf. During the morning it engaged several groups
of. bypassed Germans. (80) :

At 0530, +the 3-7th Inf, which had attackesd throuchout
the night, finally captured HILL 83 (F992012). The Germans,
: however, blew the bridge at FONTE ROTTO before it could bGe
) captured. (81) The 3d Bn dugin on the hill.
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1-30th Inf located at FONTAN DI AMICI vic EBridge #12
was attached to the 7th Infantry at 0545 hecurs. 7The line. of
departure for its attack was to be the FOSS0 DI FEMINMNAMORTA
streambed wvic F96313. Ite miesion was to attack toward the
gzcst con the south cside of the CARANO - CISTERMA Road at 1400
houwrs. PBefore 1-30th could reach the LD, 14 Cerman tarnks
attacked down the reoad from CISTERNA toward FONTE FROTTO.
fgmerican tanks and tank destrovers  knocked ocut five before
the Germans withdrew. The 1-30th crossed the LD at 1625 but
was unable to advance more than 13S00m before nightfxll
decspite the supporting fires, of three artillery
battalions. (82) . '
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During the morning, 4th Ranger EBn cleared the last
resistance on the CONCA -~ CISTERMNA Road below ISOLA EBELLA
while 3-15 Inf cleared the last of the buildings in the
village. At 13500 hours, 2-15 Inf, which had been '
uncommitted, passed through | 3-15 and attacked toward
CISTERNA on the left scide of the road. Despite the massed
fires from three artillery battalions, 2-1S advanced only
half the distance to CISTERNA before it was stopped vic
G018310. 3-15 attempted to move ME from ISOLA BELLA on a
lateral road but was hit by 7 German tanks  moving
crosscountry from CISTERNA, A single M10 TD hit one German
tank and fortunately the others withdrew. 1-15  Inf¥f
continued 1its attack to the north reaching GN31202 on the
S0RGO FIAVE - CISTERMA Road where it was attacked by tanks
4 ¢nd inmfantry who destrroyed two fmerican TD’s ard & tank.

This ascsault forced 1-13 Inf to withdraw 1000m to & lins
- GOZ72Z75 - GOZ1Z75 and digin. (83)
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1t The increacsed use of German armcor on the 3let was due
” to the arrival of units from the 26th Fanzer Division. 1
. - . . “

'; a 1 February 1944
)_ _—— T—l. - j . \ . - SSowmes T e
) This day was to <c=ee the conclusion of the First Battle
o of CISTERNA and was to mark the 1limit of advance of the JTID
® until 23 May 1944. By the end of the day +the diviesion and
W the entire VI Corps would go over to the defensive. The
s ; rezson was twofold: 1) Casualties bhad been extremesly heavy
in the firet 11 days of the campaiqn(84) and 2) OGeneral
Ny ? Clarke, the Sth Army Commander. wae now aware of the
% o impending German offensive” from his ULTRA intelligence and

co he ordered his troops to dig in. (83)

A

. On the division’s left flank, the S09th Farachute BEn
remairned dugin on the east side of the FOSSO DI CARANO from
the CARANO RJ north to where they tied in with G/2-30 In¥
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Fe vic F964323. It repeled a platoon sized attack at 2220
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hours.
%’ G/2-30, &lthough tied in with the 5S02th on its left,
W
.5 could not establish contact with 2Z-7th Inf across the F0OS30
K DEL.  MOLE (FOSE0 FANE E VING) on its right. The 2d Bn (-G
fa Co), which was in regimental reserve at F534929S, was
' committed in the afternocon to close the gap. It attacked
: narth up both sides of the FOS5S0 DEL MOLE starting from
; 7662538 and was able make contact with both units. (86) Z-320
: Inf remained in divicsion reserve ME of CONMCA.
.' In the 7th Inf sector, contact was lost with 1-7 Inf
' for most of the day. The unit was still loacted in the
; salient  vic F990322. It remained in position a&all - day
. _ absorbing artillery and repeated ground attacks by the newly
N ' arrived 71st Infantry Division but it did not withdraw. In
, the evening 1-7 uas relieved by 2-7 and moved south to the
. regimental reserve.. When relieved there were only 117 men

from the battalion left on.the position. 'Befpre relieving
. 2-7. the 1ist Bn had - spent the day beating off German
% counterattacks vic F9832. 3-7 In¥f remaining entrenched
AN around HILL 83 throughout the day. :
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D LOCATION OF
- 7 INFANTRY TROOPS
A AS OF 1100 F[B.11344
Q MAD NO. 34
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2 At dawn the 1-30 Inf once again attempted to push east
e cn the CARAND - CISTERNA Road. At 0830 it was about 1S500m
5 from Cisterna where the road crosses the FANTANO DITCH when
’ a 10 minute barrage followed by a battalicn-cized, +tank
ik reinforced counterattack struck. 1-Z0th moved no further
- forwerd and had in fact reached . the limit of its supporting
o artillery fires. 1-30th was withdrawn the next day marking
~ the end of the 31D advance in this sector also. (87)
e
,hl i} i‘} ’ )
; .
‘l“ . -
W
M ¥9
@
2 o
\"n

AT, s% N R e e T e TR ‘-'”wzuaanxﬂf--ﬂm
.o-)".r‘l' ”, X }‘\.}‘.’) o "4‘4‘ J‘ -" Y -(.&4' '(.‘-(' L RN TR T ) : ROADE DRERE




Lac iin - ad i) T SR gt S-ail b b =i UL B S R S B R B T T B /‘1

.

H% 2-135 Inf¥ which had advanced the farthest north on the
CONMCA CISTERNA Road, remained pinned down all day vic
GOZ31. The Id Bn which had attacked NE $rom IS0LA EELLA the
day before, continued its advance from GO22296 at 0%10
houres, The battalion was unazable to move all day and was
counterattacked a 1835 by & German company. 1-15 Inf
attempted to €ieze +the RJI at BGOISZE7 at 1300 houwrs but was
unabla to &advance passed GOIZZ28IT where the Germans held a
arcup of houses. (88)

The S04th Parachute Regiment remained dugin along the
raorth bank of the MUSSOLINI CAMAL from Bridge %S5 to the
- FOSES0 CISTERNA then north on the wgest bank of that stream.

Although the American attack had been pushed for three
days, by 1 February ‘the German commanders still considered
their main 1line aof resistance intact along the railrocad
bed. (89) There was concern in the I Farachute Corps and 14th
Army Headquarters over the losses sustained by the Hermann
Goering Fz Division; however Field Marshall Kesselring
continued to plan for his copunteroffensive to push the
Allies into the <cea. The offencive was postponed two weeks
to allow the units to recuperate from the 5,500 losses they

" had sustained, but the German commander was still on the
offensive. {(90) . '
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Ve  OICNIFICANCE OF THE ACTION

~

o Theit Terh

The battle at Anzio was almost fore—-ordained when the
Carmans made the decisicn to conteat the Allied advance from
Neples north to Rome. The geography of the Italian peninsul a
dictated aé amphibious operation to preclude ;low movement and
high; casualty rates .1n an ov;rland advance.: The deﬁision to K
esecute Operation Shingle was:”a gamble that was rééched iﬁ an
uﬁcommo&f manner, characterized by distrust and conflict among
ﬁhe allied leaders. The United States, almost from the 6utset,
was planning a major thrust in Europe while the British be&ieved
the hkey was to attack the Aris powers through the Mediterrane;n.

Tho Ividien comczpt wae to fight om both the Mediterreanesn and

TLasBniEn Crantg thereby weakerning the Cerman’s  ability to counter
e oli

mestic Allied invasion iT Eurcope., The Allies perceived the
Italian‘ campaign as a stroke to drive Italy out of the war and
force the withdrawl of German troops,’'thus providin; strategic
airfields.and baséé from wh{ch to: attack Greece and sogtthn'
FeanE. With the2 surrender of Italy, Hitler had no thoughts of
cetesing wouth of Rome and he was concerned about an Allied
smomkibious  invazion that would cut off his units in  southern
italy. ThHe G;rman strategic. objective was projected as a
withdreowl to defencsive, positions in morthern Italy, while the
Allied dbjective was to bleed the strength of the Germans in

preparstion for a Eurébean invasion: Thus the stage was set for

the Salerro invasion and the subsequent attack at Anzio. The

Siewske of the Allied advance on the ground dictated &

a5



slrprise amphibious assault at Anzio to continue movement toward
~he one clezar objective, the capture of FRome, directed by
' .

clsenhiower. Alexander’'s concept of the missicn of the Y1 Corps

was to launch &a seabormne landing at Anzio and move toward the

Alban hills in support of the Sth Army advance on the maimland.

This , he believed, wou;d insure the rapid capture of Rome.

The primary mission of Lucas’ corps was to seize and securé
a beachead. Clark had expecté; ﬁothing ‘more- and he believed
that if the situation 'ﬁréSéﬁtea itself Lucas. could make the
decisioAj whether or not‘ﬁé continue the’attack to'.thg Alban.
hills. é;ark's primary’ interésf was the securing of a beachead.
Theséomplexity of the amphibious assault landing %s astounding.
Flanning, rehearsal, and execution must be pr;cise and encompass

&1l =ztivitises from treining, to loading sequentially aboard the

+s

EMLI{IS, o attaecking, and then supportinag the Jforoe. The

DiIreparations proved fruitful with the accomplishmentc{a
relatively wunopposed landing at the proper locations, on time,
and with complete surprice. The Germans had not detected the
préparation nor'thg execution of-OEeration Shingle priqr. to the

lendincg. v midnight of the firet day., with Q04 of the

sarzornmel and  equipment ashore, the port intact, and the

cmeachead secwre  the amphibious assault was considered a success.

Tlark”s plen to solidify the Cassino line had been achieved and

cr  a wonus the German reserves from Rome kad been committed.

The way appesared clear for Lucas to advance. The reaction of
the Germans, upon learning of the success at Anzio, was to
reinforce the front established there. During the following

diyg Lucas, cautioned by Clark to remember Sxlerno, chose not to

G¢



repidly @wpleit the successful assault but rather to evpand the

‘kaachead. Az this became to the Germane, it became a matter of
tine toc see viho could prepare an  attack first, The ens.aing
attack by Lucas on 29 January was stopped short of its

'ébjective, the Alban 'hills, and he was forced to remain in the

beschead area. During the initial days of operation the port

was functioning so efficiently as to be ten days ahead of the

.

original off-loading schedule. On 1 February Clark directed a

-

switch to a defensive posturé in preparation {ok the'anticipéted.‘
Gefman éounterattacks.

The amphibious assault was considered a success. It went
as planned and was smooth and efficient in“exécution. .There
Lere many contributing factors to this successful landing such

&8t

1. cocmplzte planning

2. no significant weather

. landing on schedule and where planned -
4. ro significant.dé{ensﬁve obstacles

. .
SJ. complete surprise

Alitoegh tscticazlly it was & successful landing it turined out to
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sppointment since it did not produce the anticipated
o
reculite, the esxpediticous captureFRome. In this sense it may be

zzmsidered a stirrategic failure. The decision of the ground

commander rnot to reinforce success and continue the attack was

to . determine the course of events for the entire operation.,
Thece first days of Operation Shingle proved to be the watershed

1 ite zubseguent conduct until the eventual brealout from the
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Lbeachead.
The action at Anzio, evaluated ffom the Axies point of view,

can ‘also be considered a failure. The Allies attenpt to draw

the German strength away from Europe was successful. Hitler

reacted by authorizing reinforcements from southern France,

Yugsslavia, and Germany to move to Italy to counter the

cffensive. He expected Ffurther attacks on his southern flank

before a main assault in France.

-

-
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1.01G-TERM SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ACTION

Third Infantry Division's (3ID) contribution to Operation
SHINZLE was important in that it succeeded in conducting a delit-
erate amphibious assault that conpletely surprised the enemy. The
division, as a component of the VI Corps fulfilled the first helf
of their mission. General Clark's Field Order Ko. 5 to VI Corps
was: a..to seize and secure a beachhead in the vicinity of Anzio
b. a@vanée'gg Colli Laziali. - How*VIfCorps'perfbrmancé at Anzio. "=
imﬁacted on the long-term ob;ectives of éithér the Allies or the
Axis powers depends on the inte;pretation of gucéess in the execu-
tion 6f part "b" of the mission, The objective was to cut the
enemy's main line of communications in the quli Laziali; an area
south of Rome, and threaten the rear of the German 10th Army. For
“he 3ID this meant seizing Highway 7 and controlling the transpox-
taticon hub of Cisterna. ‘ |

¥ithin the time parameters of 22 January 1944 through 1 Fetru-
ary 1944 it can only be said that the tactical amphibious pertion-
was a success but the mission in total was a failure. Neither 31D
ror any element. of VI Corps was;abls to complete the mission. Ul-
tinztely SHINGLE was a success but it took three and one half more
months and large reinforcements for the S5th US Army to link up
with VI Corps. The "success"‘was aided by the Anzio second front
that so overtaxed the scarce German resources that thfér intericr
lihes advantage was useless. Anzio was just far enough away fron
the Gustav Line to ﬁreclude timely shifting of forces and, the
German reserves were just too few., SHINGLE caused a total of 12

enemy divisions to be diverted, of which no less than seven divisions

C'(,
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were always opposing VI Corps. These German divisions were vital

sirategic reserve forces stripped from the Balkans, Southerﬁ Frarce,

end Northern Italy. Utilization of these divisions was to the det-

riment of the war effort on the Gustav Line, the Eastern Frcnt, znd

the home land defenses to counter the invasion looming from across

the English Channel. )
Germahy's effort during Anzio was a catastrophic strategic';

failure. Tactically, the Gerﬁans’were successful in most engagements.

In Hitler's eyes Anzio was vi¥él to retaining Italy through whicﬁ

Germany influenced the Mediterranéan Sea. Additionally, Italy was

2 buffer against excursions into France and eventually Germany.

Anzio, to the Germans, was a decisive battle. - The Same can not

be said for the Allies--there were other ways of géining access

to Southern France(Operation 4nvil), Hitler's worst fears were

rezlized when Germany lost the Gustev Line and the illied forces

linked up. The efforts to keep Anzio isolated cost the Germans
50,000 men. The fall of Rome was a morale loss(the first Axis capital
to fall) that coupled with Anzio began the decline from which Germany
would never recover, Ope?ation,OVerlord and the EasternFront battles
completed the fall of the 3rd Reich.

FILITARY "LESSCKS LEARNEIDM

£ number of lessons relearned can be gleaned from SHINGLE,

. The leadership almost caused the beachhead to be the largestself-

supporting POW camp in the world as Axis Sally once claimed. At
the very top the leadership failed 1n_£ major duty of mission

guidance. Generzl Alexander's orders to General Clark and finally to
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General Lucas were not transmitted faithfully. General Clark vec
Celiberztely vague because he was unsure of his a2bility to lirk up
and of the German's resction to SHIKGLZ. Rather than teing vague
due to0 contingincies orders must be precise to preclude errcneous
interpretation., Another facet of the leadership btungles was the
selection of the VI Corps commander., By the time flag rank is
achieved a2 person is type cast and a known quantity. The Allies
got Just'bhat they asked for--an experience, nosnonsense commander
whd put together the amphibious assault in weeks, a tremendous
accomp}ishment. Lucas!'! style; however, was not the aggressive

- "charge the hill" soldier necessary for the subsequent operations.
Leadership for the Germans was also problematic because of Hitler's
penchant for managing at the tactical level tﬁeréb& negating the
leadership strengths in the field. Doctrinally, the Germarn-

The Germans used a true combined arms tezm to wage war, Their
forces used the Lufwaffe, artillery,engineers, armor, and meckanized
(panzer grenadiers) mix to good advantage. The Allies were still
learning about QAS and neyer_useg cePbined arms on the scale of the
Cermans. Too often Allied tanks were in an infantry’support role
exclusively.. Cperationally, the Germans were excellent, they
systehaticelly searched for the veekest point and exploited that
situation as their schwerpunkt(main effort) with the hezavy motile
forées. This concept required flexible command and capable lezders,
especially the junior leaders. Both sides had the:capable léaders.
but the Allies were too methodical and predictabdble in the upper

echelons--this was to cost them a number of opportunities. Lucas

-
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could have at least secured the Cisterna and Compoleone transportation

hubs for no other reason than to clear a major obstacle(the Mussolini

;-Canal) and to control major avenues of approazch into the beachkhead,

This missed opportunitfiﬁ%g not happening exclusively to the Allies,
Zven the Germans were unable to always capitalize on opportune
events. Limited assets lent caution to any action that was not
assured of success. Additionally, the success had to be quick because
protracted engagements meant.pyfrhic victories at béét..

Air support was problem “for poth sides; " The Lufwaffe was deéi-
mated and could provide énly marginal pursuit support, supply, and
even léss'strategic forces; The Allied éir assets were‘numerous
but lesé attuned to the manuever elements plug they were based too
far away to provide full dayliék service. The Germans therefor had
a two hour uncontested window of operations at sunrise znd sunset.
Both ‘sides had difficulty with their air elements in the air inter-
diction missions. Air power was ineffective in isolating the bteach-
head from both points of view. The same could be said of the air
arms' capability to halt rear area logistical functions, the best
results were mere restrictions in traffic. The levels of BDA claimed

by the air arms were never realized., Air power at this time was

_purely a fair weather tool and the reliance on air assets by both
‘sides was risplaced., Tomorrow's reliance on air power mayvbe

. simularly misplaced due to the ADA umbrella 6f the Threat.

- A good deal of what was accomplished at Anzio was due %o the
corrective actions taken on the Salerno operations. The German

reaction plan that surprised Lucas with its swiftness is a good

exemple. Field Marshal Kesselring learned to use the highly mobile
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and well armed recon elements as emergency forces until ihe heavy
units could te.deployed. Salerno also taught the Germans to defend
in cdepth with less experienced soldiers, establish a motile reserve
of experienced troops that is sited well forward, and to commit the
reserves totally. The Allies also gained enormous amounts of ex-
perience from Salerno,and.Anzio that was applied to Overlord. Anzio
taught the Allies to: provide ample landing force to establish the
beachheaé, to break out as soon as possible to retain the initiative,
that envelopments whether seaborne or verticél must be mutually
supporting in their effect on the enemy(VI qups'was too far from
5th US Army). The successful ‘leader then and now must respond to
change and adopt those methods that preclude repetition of mistakes
from past operations. )

That need to capitalize on history's lessons ié no less impor-
tznt tocley. TFrobably the most imfrotant aspect to learn is that you
must kxnow your enemy. Kesselring knew Lucas to be cautious and

instead of falling back to the Alban Hills he risked moving for-
ward and dug in south of Cisterna thereby surprising 3ID and VI Corps

and stopping their thrust. Knowledgs of Allied operations repeatedly
allowed the Germans to use mobile forces to blunt the Allied attacks.
Enowledge of your own capabilities and odbjectives as well as your

Allies' is crueizal,

Creration SHINGLE was a politically contrived battle that

@
"

force fit military and intelligence considerations instead of the

r
-
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reverse, :easibility criteria were not the driving factors. For
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political reasons the strategic intelligence from the British was
overly optimistic, .Politics aside, the intelligence effort was poor.
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On the téctical level the daia failed to reach the operators. lucas
did not know that he wes facing two less divisions than forecast
‘until it was too late. In another instsnce of intelligence error
air recon photographs misinterpreted brush covered tank ditches es
hedges. During the 3ID attack south of Cisterna thése ditches pre-
vented the fanks from reaching the ambushed Rangers--approximately
770 men were lost. The point is that there were problems ideéentified
‘earlier with the quality of therphotographs,'sensitive areas such

as assault routés,shouid havé;been verified with ground patrols.‘
Intell;gence, regardless.of the source, Allied or our own » must be
checked for accuracy. ths will be even more crucial for tomorrow's
war because of our inability to afford battalion sized losses.

In the tacticai sense Anzio teaches thevdangefs of using a light
force(the Rangers) without having organic anti-tank weapons when
opersiing in a mechanized or armof environmeﬁt. VI Corps 2lso had
a problem in that it was an inéxperienced force, It had sean a 11%%
turnover of lieutenants since Sicily., The Rangers were also so..
inexperienced that fhey had problems with night operations in prac-
tice and on the actual eperation.they had one battalion split up--
they too had lost tdo much expérience in casualties. bhese faults
were extrenely costly later, The Germans were not imﬁune to threse
‘problems. The great bulk of the troops used initially to black
_VI Corps were medical cases from Rome, reconstituting units, or
newly formed units., The Germans also committed an inexperienced
demonstration regiment, at Hitler's ineistance, that failed miserabdly.
As always)training and experience are crucial to surviving and winning.
An arany that does not prepare for war and its attrition will not

survive, let alone win.
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One of SKIKGLE's more noteable lessons applicable to todzy vas

- the effort neccessary *o make a joint. international.and service

emphibious operation work, The fo:ces had to then, as we must ncw
in NATO, learn to reconcile differences in: language, experience,
doctrine, tactics, and logistical needs. The thorough understarcing of
illies and sister: service capabilities is essential., During the next
war we will not beAthe side with the overwhelming forces and logis-
tical sy;tem-that;will allow*efrors of the magnitude found in SHINGLE.
If a conflict oceurs in Europe the Soviets will have the interiof
lines advantage an¢ sizé‘gdge. We in turn will be like the Germans
duriné WWII. They #erg severely extended, had 1ittle reserves, and
had scant foom for error. Those tactics useq by Germany of infiltra-
ting.units forward;‘preparations throughout fhe eﬁemy's position,
determining the weak point, and exploiting that sifuation with a
strang motile force from positioﬁs well forward seem to be much alike
our modern "win" doctrine, |

Fight outnumbered and win! This could well have been the phrase
used in WWII by the German Army Staff. Anzio contributed little that
was wholly new in the field of miljtary knowledge. The principles
of war still apply. Ve will fight by coordinating our efforts to
capitalize on strengths and minimize weaknesses, application of
thesé timeléss concepis is where Anzio's operations fell short
tactically. Operation SHIKGLE also erred in the strategic arena
bty overeatimating the effect that the landings would have on
German High Command.and by underestimating the German capacity

and resolve to counter their operations. The lesson is to learn

from history and to know your enemy.
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